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ro which is added a PosTSCAIPT about our Ro 
keeping Eafter, in Anſwer to the Diſſenters. 


Certainly there are ſome Caſes wherein it is very difficult to forbear a 
litrle ſeverity of Expreſſion. And this I rake to be one of them, 
which I have now before me. To ſee a Man who profeſſes himſe} 

a Chriſtian to run down (impute endleſs Faulrs, Inconſiſtenci 
hp Diſlocations in) the moſt. Ancient and Venerable Monuments 
of our Religion, might eaſily raiſe a Paſſion nts by the 


ſtricteſt Rules of Moraliry. Mr. Richardſon's 
Teſtament Vindicated. Pag. 33. 


on of the New 
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T © THE 


[Right | Reverend Father i in Ob. 


M y Lok b, 
"THEN I conlider the great Pew abion all Ages 
7 and Nations have ever — for the Sacred Records 


\ 6 of their Religion, it ſeems a ſurpriſing thing, that 
inn n Kingdom, and in one of our famous Univer- 


mould Aare to publiſn tothe World, That there are imumer- 
- able Errors, —— Confuſron in ſeveral Books of God” s lively 
_  Oracles debroerd to the: Jews, great diſlocations. in many 
Chapters of S. Matthew's Goſpel; that S. Lake and S. Stephen 
report groſs miſtakes from the Septuagint- Bible in their Hiſto- 
rical Narrations; and S. Paul other Matters from leſs Au- 


thority, and particularly a falſe Tradition from the Jews 
eoneerning the number of Years belonging to the Judges; 
and in the Front of all, to Dedicate ſuch things to ſo Emi- 


ny 1 of the. Church and to mention your L. ord- 
A 2 hi 1 


ties, a Perſon advanced to be a Profeſſor and in Holy Orders, 


"AEM ee a mn 


er 
* 


| ſhip's conſtant readineſs to Encourage, Aſſiſt and Patronize 
him in this. Attempt for the Promotion of Learning and 
Religion. _ - 5 V = TA 
M Lord, I need not tell your Lordſhip, that this gives 
a dangerous, Proke at the foundation, and n | 
' Proteſtant Faith, (when ſo many faults appear in oly 
Text, and which we «xe tald. are endleſs ;) a great advan- 
tage to the Deiſts, and Men of looſe and prophane Prin- 
ciples, againſt all reagaled Religion, at ajtimey when they 
are every where ready to arfack theſe Saered Writings ; and 
in a word, tends to leſſen their Authority amongſt all ſorts of 
People: So that were Mr.Whi/ton's NF never 2 


no judicious and ſober Chriſtian can have 4 good Opinion of 
them. But when they prove grounded upon his own mitakes 
and half-ſtudied Notions ; the Deſign. will be counted Pious 
and Commendable in any one that can but take a Pen into his 
Hand, to viadicate the Word of GO. 
What I have done in this matter, and upom th 
parts of his Diſcourſe, I ſubmit e [eu 
Examination; who was pleaſed to approve bf the Printing 
theſe Papers, if they contain d any thing citar ani then, 
when the Deſign was communicated to you Lardſhip near 
a2 Twelve - Month ſince. That Almighty; God απꝰ] ͥ ũld pre- 
ſerve your Lordſhip for the Good ofthis Church, Sand the 
5 * Protection of his Truth, is the hearty Prayer 
0 1 CVVT! INI 0 10 2051006}. 
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ä ce fays 4 in bis Ex ile 88 o That 
at great . Uſer Publiſh. his An. 


— determine the bare 
Ara hogan. If he means, it was not eaſie for himſelf to 


determine it till he had ſeen that Great Man's Annals, it may — * 
bably be true; but otherwiſe it was ſufficiently known to all the 


Chriſtian World many Ages before, that Dio 2 . — 22 
IT in Z 


p 4 12 
yk L £ 
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 oms (as he calls em) as if he was about to Write a-Treatiſe of Ma- 
thematicks, or at leaſt that he would entertain us with nothing leſs 


than Mathematica! Evidence inhis following Diſcourſes uponthe Sa- 


— 1 


"oY 


credWritings.And indeed his pretendedDemonſtrationsare ſo many, 


and his Addition of & E. D. ſo . repeated, and ſometimes 


vhere there is no juſt occafian, tha# it proves a Compal e 
ment even to many of thoſe who reſpect his Book. | 
According to the Third Axiom, Eve Writer is to be ap- 
s poſed to uſe the common Stile, Year and Computation of the 


Age and Nation in which he lives, without a particular Evi - 
dence to the contrary, That is, if he Writes of the Affairs of his 


own Nation we may expect it; but for an Engliſb man to write 
the Policy of the Turkiſh Empire in a Stile, Year, and 


tation of Age not uſed among them is very ridiculous. - And NS 


therefore this Axiom is afterwards. il applied by the Author to 
BG 3 Writing at e of the ons races ina N. 


Daalef, 3 
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nals and Chirordle wa it was not | over-cafie. to 
mur when the e yen Þ 


But to proceed, His Book beats e certain Poſtulate, or Axi- ; 
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The 52h. of theſe Axioms tells us, That in the moſt ancient 
Ages of the World, when Men's Lives were about 860 Yea 
* their Ability for Procreation muſt be Tuppoſed to begin full as 

© Toon as, (nay earlier and quicker, as he ſays, page 72, than) in 
© theſe latter Ages, when the ſhortneſs of Men's Lives argue their 

© Conſtitutions to be muck: more weak and infirm. And if from 

14 to 60 be the time fer Procreation in Males now, when Men's 
Lives are generally about 80, from the ſame 14 to 600 will be 

© the time when Men ling ro 800. Nowthis I conſeſs is not on 
ly a vile beginning of a Book, and no ways jaſt i applicable to the 
later Times referr d to in the enſuing Diſcourſe, but very improba- 
ble, if not direfly falſe. For Strength of Conſtitution proves 
not early Procreation or Ability for it, as is ane to ordinary 
Obſervation : and the more long - liv g Cm uch as Lyons 
and Elephants (one of which laſt belonging to King Porus, is aid 
to be 300 years old) come very late to generate, whilſt the leſſer 
Animals are ſufficiently prolific. And therefore it is far more rea- 

- ſonable to ſuppoſe that Men's coming to their Maturity ſhould 
bear ſome Proportion to the length of humane Life inthe ſeveral 
Ages of Mankind. And the Scripture confirms us in this Suppoſi 

tion, when it ſpeaks of the Age of none, when they bagat Chil- 
dren in thoſe earlier times, ſo very ſoon by far much leſs ſooner 


— 


i. than in our Days (as this Axiom infers) and moſt mentioned were 
1 aboue 100 Years old then. And the early Maturity of the preſent 
| Race of Mankind ſeems the moſt probable cauſe of the ſhortneſs 
= of their continuance, according to that common Obſervation, ur 
= - eit matureſcynt, cits pereunt. Belides, why muſt this Ability 
[i _ , the Author mentions commence as ſoon or ſooner in thoſe times 
=: than in theſe, and yet ceaſe ſo much earlier according to this Ax- 
1om, about 200 Years before Death ? 13 . 
The next are his Hypotheſes or Obſervations (as he names them) RF 
which he ſays, will appear ſtrange, and yet are certain, 
true. Now here I do not deſire to diſpute with this Author a. 1 
bout Terms, tho* an Hypotheſes uſed to be counted a Suppoſition 
only which might be granted a Man, but was not capable of 

being proved. The deſign of the two firſt is to ſhew, © That the 

* Divine Revelation as well is for the Stumbling and Fall of 

* wicked Men, as the Improvement nd Salvation of the Pio 
EE * and for this Cauſe God had put great Difficulties; and ſeeming 
is | * ContradiCtions into thoſe Writings, which are the euly Athens LT 
14 a N OE: | - "LS. 


* | 


of their Time was but Labour and Sorrow to them.  Yethecauſe 
mis Senſe of the ↄoth. P/aln ſeems forced and very remote, and 


tick Records of his Revealed Will. And ſo many Pages are be- 
ſtow' c; about the Unbelief and Diſobedience of bad Men, and 

the Juſtice of God in concealing his Truths from them, as well as 

ſome Demonſtrations of a Divine Goodneſs in this Conduct, that 


2 1 a Whimſy of the Author, 
without any manner of ground, That the Sacred Hiſtorians ex- 


= © his obtaining the Royal City, and between Reigning over Irael 


% 


2 « 


2 eypt liv'd to 8, 
within that ſpace allowed them afterwards their Strength or beſt 


the words more naturally to refer to the common Infirmities of 
old Age at that time of Life, I ſhall rather conclude that the Ti: 
tle of that P/aln was either miſtaken or belong d to ſome. other 

eminent Man of that Name among the Feus, as late as the Days 
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The ſecond Corollary about the time when Job liv'd, is another 


alſo without their juſt Advantages. Eliphas is indeed call'd a TI. 
| manite, i. e. (poſſib y) the Son (atleaſt of the Poſterity) of Teman 
b 70b 32. the 470. from Eſau. Elihu fpeaks of himſelf as of theb Hiſtorian, 
x5, 16,17. and might be Son of that Byz, who was ſecond Son, as Fob'of + 
c Gen. 22. UZ the eldeſt Son of © Nahor, Abrahams Brother. The Greek 
TY Verſion at the end-of Fob, profeſſedly from the Syriac Bible, 
' Gen. 36. Makes him to be d Fobab Eſau's great Grand-ſon King of Edom, *' | 
33 · (and ſo St. Aug. in Loc. and St. Ambr. ad Rom.) and his Friends, 
Gen. 25. 2. Eliphas dne of the Sons of Eſau, Bildad the Shuite (from e Shuah A- 
8  brabam's Son) and Zophar (Zepho another of Eliphas his Sons) to 

be three Neighbouring Princes. Many of which things our Author 
ſeems not to know; and yet theſe are but probable Gueſſes depen - 
ding upon the Allufion of Names, and we cannot tell how re- 

mote ſome of em were from the Head of their Family. Some body, 
(whom our Author names not) ſays ny: © Eliphas the Temanite 
ſeems to proceed from Jeman, Bildad the Shuite is probably of 
the Family of Shuab ; Ram was probably the ſame with Aram. 
But in comes this Man, and ab/o/utely determines the Matter, 

* That Feb was contemporary with Jacob's Sons; that we are 
certainly obliged to place him no lower than he has done, he is 
* abundantly aſſur d, and (from Somebody's words) adds in Con 
© firmation, That the ſame ſort of Coin which was eurrent in 

*. Fob's time, is uſed too by Jacob, I ſuppoſe he means Namped 

Money. For (to aſſiſt this Author) Cen. 33. 19. Jacob bought 
a parcel of a Field 3x9 MWWp for 100 Lambs; fo the 70, CH 
Samarit. Text and Verſion, Syr. Arab. Vulg, and Arus Montu-—. 
nus. This: St. Stephen declares was bought for a Sum gf Money, 
and ſo our Engliſp Tranſlation renders it; becauſe the Stamp ſhew d 

the value of the Coin to that Creature, whoſe Figure it bore, 


ce 


ſaith Grot:zs.' And the fame word is uſed, 7% 24. 32. and Fob - 
42. 11. Where all the ancient * Verſions render it, Lambs or 
young Sheep; but our's by pieces of Mehey for the ſame reaſom 
And this ſeems to be the meaning of Homer tel ng us, The-Gok © 
den Armour of Glaucus was worth 100 Beeves;andthe' Copper of 
Dromedes, worth nine; according to that common Adage about 


Bribery, There was Bos in Lingus. For apud Arbenienſes numnm - _ 
Nur Boum fignati fuerunt, ſays Macrobius, and that pecunia was 
1 10 call d, a pecude nummo impreſſh. Now if ufing ſtamped Ade 5 

1 I | - * | A | Fa, ee | E : - 2 


Inſtance of this Authors Suggeſting the moſt common things, and 5 
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Kings R 


-< uſeful Guide of ancient Chronology, - where the ſacred Hiſto- 
tians are filent» Which Canon. I am not concern'd with, but 


L 


remote Age of the World from him, fince Money went by 8» 
weight in his time; for we read 8 of Abrahams weighing to E gGen. 2g. 
 phron 400 Shekels of Silver current with the Merchant. s:. 

Here we come to the 17 Propoſitions. The firſt of which 
© is to prefer Pro/emy's Mathematical Canon, as the ſureſt and moſt 


only this Author's Chronological Accounts; tho' his learned 
Acquaintance gives but a diſcouraging Relation of the Method 


of it, That it computes the beginning of each King's Reign from 
the firſt Day of the firſt Month (call'd Thoth) of the Nabonaſ- 
< farean Year, which falls out in that reſpective Year of his 


Reign. And tho* any King ſhould die immediately. after 


the firſt Thoth, yer all the reſt of that Year till the next firſt 


© of Thoth is attributed to his Reign in the Canon. And if any _ 

© King whoſe Reign- was leſs than a Year, had never a firſt of * 
© Thoth within the compaſs of his Reign, that King was omitted 
jn the Canon, and his Reign added to the Reign of his Prede- 


© cellors. For by this means no one can tell purely by that C4. 


non when any King began his Reign or ended it; nor how many 
diene within the compals of it. And this h Author, plain- h Page 36. 


* 


ly confeſſes, That the two firſt Years aſcfibed to Cyrws in the 


© Canon, are by the Scriptures aſcribed to Darius the MHede. 


The ſecond Fropoſition tells us, That the Fewiſh Lear by. the 
« expreſs Law of God waꝭ to be commenſurate to their Seaſons, 


| © and to begin always a few- Weeks before Barley-Harveſt.. And 


©theLord ſaid unto Moſes and Aaron in Egypt, This Month (of 
* Abib) ſhall be unto ygu the beginning of Months, it ſhall be the 


© firſt Month ef the Tear unto yon. And this by the conſent of all 
has been the conſtant Computation of the Fews ever fince Moſes 


* to this very day. That whether this Year be Solar or Lounge. 


© the Julian Year is ſo near it, that it will al“ its place wel 


© enough in the following Chronology. Well enough! This $ 


is a ſorry ſaying for one that pretends to be exat? in theſe things. 


And he gives ſo poor an account of the Fewijh Years, that (for the 


Lake of the Reader) ſhall inform him that the Fewi/b Years were 
Lunary, conſiſting of 12 Months, or 354 Days, 1 Ni/ap, former- 
Iy call d the Month 4b:bgpr of the Firſt-iruits, and anſwers to our 


{ 
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by ſeveral People and Nations, is a Confirmation that they are of 
the ſame Age, then we are all become Contemporaries with old 

Facob. And by the ſame way of arguing, Abraham muſt be of a 
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f CHRONOLOGY. 
50 8 6 days 1153 May 1 995%} Funt 5 
March (30) 2. + ram Zif. (29) 3. Sivan. (30) 4. Tammus 
r "0 
(29) 5. Ab. (30.) 6 Elul. (29) 7. Tiſri or Ethanim. (30) 8. Mar- 
3G October ho 43 = November December L  Fanuary 
cheſuan, or 1 9. Chaſlew. (30) 10 Thebeth. (29) 11 Shebet. 
% 5 oO CN 3 
(30) 12. Adar. (29) and reckoned their Months by New. moons, 


fo 


which falling ſhort of the Solar Year 11 Days, every 3 Years they 


added a 13th. Month, and call'd it Veadar or Adar over again. 
(33.) Otherwiſe their Lambs would not have been ready againſt 
the Paſſover. Now before the Captivity at Babylon, theſe Months 
were only call'd, the firſt, ſecond, &c. after their coming out of 
Egypt; unleſs ſometimes 7atione appeliativd, as the Month of 
f at; i. e. Primitiarum, Zif, i. e. amænitatis, Bul i. g. germinans, 
Ethanim, i. e. fortium: But after the Captivity they brought the 
Names of the Months with them (as they did the Names of the 
Angels) Niſan, &c. And therefore we find none of theſe Names 
mentioned in the Holy Writings beidre Hag. Zechar. Dan, Ezra, 
Neben. and Ether, who were in the Captivity. This Year was 
either Political or Sacred; the former began at the Autumnal 
Equinox when they ſuppoſed the World was Created, ind be- 
long'd to their Civil Affairs and Courts, and the Seaſon before 
wie find call'd the Me the Year, Exod. 23. 16. When thou 
baſt gathered in thy Labours out of the Field: The Ecclefiaſtical, 
or ſacred began at the Vernal Equinox, or rather the firſt New- 
moon next before or after it, when they were ſuppoſed to come 
out of Egypt, and according to this wgre their Feaſts and Publick 
Worſhip ſtated. © This-our Author ſays, has been the conſtant 


© computation of the Fews ever fince. Which ſhews his /ma/! . 


Fill in Hiſtory : For when Alexander came to Feruſalem in the 
40th, Year of the ſecond Temple, Schindler tells us that he obli- 
ged them to alter all their 2 Computations, and to begin 
their ra afreſh from the firſt of Offober, as the beginning of 
the Reign of Alexander over tem. 
But to make amends, our Author lays down this for his third 
' Propoſition, © That the Years of Jeroboam after he drew off the 
- © 10 Tribes to Idolatry, are reckon d in the Annals of the Kingdom 
* of I/rae] but 11 Months only, and continued till the Revolution 
* by Febu, and no longer. And this Aſſertion, he ſays, will be 
ö | ; A | 185 # nf * a ini SP; thought 
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thought by many, as ſtrange and Paradoxical (and I do add, as 
© vain and ridiculous) as it is new and ſingular. For whatever ©» 
Whimſies Zeroboam may be ſuppoſed to have had it is no wass 
credible that the Sacred Hiſtorian, Writing the Annals of tige 
Kingdom of I1/72e/ would in ſo ſhort a compaſs reckon by two | 
different Calculations, and tell no body of it. But how does this 
Author prove it? Why, Every body knows what great variety  _ 
© of Years there has been in ancient Times (very true ) Our Julian 
+ Year is 3652 Days (and he might have added, evgry 47h. Year | 
366) the Solar 365, 5 Hours, 49 Min. (here he thould have ſaid, 4 
and 12 Seconds) the ancient Roman Year before Nume Pomp- 
© z/au8, only 10 Months. I think a clearer account of theſe Years. 
may be given thus, The Roman Years before Fulius Ceſar were 
Lunary, vis. 354 Days, and to make them agree with the Sun, 
the High prieſt intercalated a Month every 2 or 3 Yearsz which 3 
being kept ſecret, made him reverenced by the Vulgar, and often 1 
bribed to lengthen the Year by ſuch as my_ continue their Ofi- _ = 
ces, or the Cuſtoms they Farmed. Jullus Ceſar being High- 
Prieſt reform'd the Kalender, and made the Year Solar an. ab urbe 
conditd 708. His Account ſuppoſes each Year 365 Days, 5 Hours, 
49 Minutes, 12 Seconds; but reckoning the overplus at 6-Hours. 
to make up a Day to be added to the Leap-year, each Year is 
made too long by 10 Minutes, 48 Seconds, which in 134 Years 
will come to 24 Hours, except 6 Minutes, 12 Seconds: So that 
in 1668 the Sun had gain of the Julian Year 12 Days, and the 
Gregorian wanted 2 of right. Acknowledging therefore à great 
variety of Computations of former Years, which is all this Au- 
thor intends ; what follows? That Jeroboam by altering the 
© Year, would not introduce a new thing, but only reftore the 
ancient way of reckoning, and imitate all the Neighbour Nati- 
© ons round about. And that it is very probable by the old Te. 
* ſtimonies, as well as by the diſcovery of the true length of the 
Solar Year long afterwards, that the general Computation of the 
© World was 360 Days, and no other. Was then Feroboams +E 
new Year 360 Days? How comes it then to be a Month ſhorter — 0 
than the Solar, or its equivalent among the 7eme? Or how 1 
comes his to be but 11 Months, and theirs 12? Why, it may = 
* eafily be ſuppoſed, faith this Author, that Zeroboam might ap- 
+. point one of this ſort to the People of I/rae7. One of this 
fort! when he had but juſt now told us, © That Zeroboam K a 
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ed the ancient way of reckoning, which all the Neighbour Na- 
tions uſed: round about, which was 360 Days to the Lear, and 
© noother. But if he means ſome moveable Year like it, whoſe 
Head in a ſhort time would run thro? all the Seaſons, let him 
ſhew that any ſuch thing was ever done by Feroboam; why he 
ſhould be ſingular from all the reſt of Mankind, and yet be ſaid to 
| imitate all his Neighbours ; and why the Sacred Hiſtorian ſhould _ 
| reckon by thoſe new whimfical Years in one paxtef his Annals of 
the ſame Kingdom, and never acquaint us why he does it fo diffe- 
rently from all the reſt. As if one Writing the Roman Hiſtory 
from Julius Ceſar's time ' ſhould compute ſome. part of the Ro- 
man Emperors Reigns by the Ch:neſe Chronology or the Roman 
Years before Numa Pompilius, and only one Perſon of none of the 
beſt Capacities ſhould find ir out. Which calls to my mind the 
urblind Man in Eraſmus's Colloguies, who could ſee the Tail of a 
Dragon in the Air, when his Companions of better ſight could 
not, tho? ſome of them believ'd him, becauſe he ſaid fo. I know 
no prophane Hiſtorian that ever did, or would write thus, * But 
© according to our Author's Chronology it ought to be ſo, and 
© there are ſuch Difficulties in the Reigns of rhe Kings of / 
* racl and Fudah, as are inexplicable without this Suppoli- 
tion. I cannot help his Igaorance, but I know of none but 
what are explicable without it, and if they were not, 1 
- ſhould rather let them continue ſo, than believe one that is much 
more unaccountable. But the force of, the Reaſoning, he ſays, 
© will be better perceiv'd if we ſuppoſe an inquiſitive Perſon who 


knew nothing of the Julian and Saracen Years ſhould light 


upon an Hittory of the Emperors of Conflantinople, and Maho- 
© me!'s Succeſſors in Arabia intervoven together: till he knew the 
different Epochaes of both Empires, he would be puzled in ad. 
* juſting their ſeveral Reigns; and this he takes to be juſt the _ 
* Caſe, before us. But by this Author's leave, it is not the Caſe 
before us; for if this Hiſtorian when he Writes of the Saracen 
Emperors ſhould generally reckon their Reigns by Lunar Years 
from the Flight of Mabomet, and for one . conſiderable Period 
| ſhould reckon the ae of other Saracen Emperors by Solar 
- Years from the Birth of Chriſt; or when giving an account of the 
Grecian Emperors, he reckons ſome of their Reigns by Julian, 
nd others by Saracen Years, I ſhould think the Hiſtorian was 
Mad, and Ignorant, and Fabulous. And his is the Caſe before 


[ 


e CHRONOLOGY © 
us. As for the „ er which he fan/ies in the Reigns 


„ſſtakes of Tranſcribers; that as to miſtaken Names he will only 


or Tullyand Suetoniut, who liv'd at a conſiderable diſtance of time 


Gul Pee . — _ FI 
r * Mo + 8 * — > 
AO 2 ue £ * 
1 , » 
r Fay K - — * bd 
: 5 


of the Kings of 1/rae/and Fudab, upon the common Hypot hes, 1 
ſhall in the Sequel of this Diſcourſe give ſuch a clear account of 


all conſiderable difficulties relating to em, that we ſhall never 
need to hear more of ſuch great Abſurdities. But laſtly, his 
Notion he ſays, is confirm d 


from that Paſſage in the Hiſtory of 

c "hang 1 King. 12. 32, 33. That he changed the Feaſt of 
© Taberpacles from the 72h. to the 87h. Month, even the Month 

© that he deviſed of his own Heart. What then? © The mean- 

ing of this Alteration, fays he, may ſeem to have been this, 
That ſince the 71h. Month was famous for the Jewiſh Feaſts 


and Solemnities, therefore to take as much as poflible ſuch 


things out of the thoughts of the 7/7ae/ites, he aboliſh'd and 
© eraz'd that whole Month for the future, and conſtituted the 
next to ſupply its place. As if changing a particular Feaſt from 


; one Month to another, was to deſtroy and eraze the former 


Month ont of the Kale... 8 
The 4th. Propoſition pretends to diſcover apparent Inceaſiſten· 
.cies, both in Names and Numbers in the 2 Books of Chronicles, 


5 _ © Ezra and NeÞemiah, which were written after the Captivity, 


* when there was no Succeſſion of Prophets to correct the Mi- 


© inftance in 1 Chroz. 1. It being endleſs to go thro? all the Ex- 


_ © amples of this kind; and as to Miſtakes in Numbers, he will in- 


« ſtance in ſome of the Principal. Now this is ſomething ſtrange, 
that there ſhould be found ſuch abundance of faults in theſe 4 Books, 


and yet zone to be found in Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, who 


were Eſdræ u qe and Con ſilio adjutores, ſaith Grotiue, of the - 
ſame time with Eæra, and of the Council with him. But our 


Author ſays, the different Caſe of the old Books, and of theſe 


© laſtis Juſt like that of Horace and Cicero; the one of which had 


all his Copies eyery where review'd and corrected by the Auto: 
- © graphon it ſelf a thouſand Years ago, and the other had only then 


its Autographon in the World. Here is a wf blunder,to ſpeak of 


2 Contemporaries, both famous Writers under Auguſtus; the one 


of which had all his Copiesevery where corrected by the Origi- 
nal, but the other had only one Copy in the World about 1000 
Years ago. Neither is this purely ſuppoſed for WE Os but 
direllly affirmd;, and at beſt, is but ill expreſſed. I ſhould ra- 
ther have expected he would have inſtanced in Horace and Hæſiod, 
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ftom each other, and fs were more applicable to the preſent 
Caſe; but thus it is, inſtead of clearing, to make things wor/e. 
Nor are we one jot the wiſer for this Iſtance; for why may not 
the Writings of either of theſe Authors be as much freed from 

the Faults of Tranſcribers as the other? How comes one of theſe 1 
celebrated prophane Writers to eſcape better than the reſt > Narr, -W- 

tho' we ſuppoſe the Autographon of the other to be firſt broughr | *% 
to light ſome Centuries after the Authors time, they both had a W || 
beginning as well as the 4 Canonical Books of Holy Scripture 
which are before us; to which we muſt now return as much edi- 
fied as when we left them. But there were no more Prophets 

left, and the Tranſeribers of the laſt Canonical Books were not 
© now under the review of inſpired Men, and there, were no 
means of diſcoveting and ee their Miſtakes afterwards. 
To which 1 give this plain Anſwer, That after the Sacred Canon 
was fixed, finiſhed, and received by the whole Congregation, it is 
no ways probable that the latter Prophets ſhould be corrupred 
ſooner than the fofmer. For all was copied out together into Au-. 

_ thentical Copies for all the Tribes, by ſpecial Notaries, Scribes, - -M- 
Orerſeers and Witneſſes. The Copies after diligent review taken 
were laid up by the whole Congregation in the Treaſure houſe of | 
the Temple'under divers Locks and Keys, not to be touch'd but. 
by Men appointed, nor to be uſed but with fingular Reverence. _—_ 

7 add, diminiſn, corrupt, or alter was eee the Laws = . 
of the Nation. And under all their Calamities they ever con- 1 
ſerv'd theſe e e own Lives, as we ſee in the + 
Times of the Maccabees 5 after which the Maſoretick Learning * 
f foon began, which made Critical Obſervations on every Word 
8 oo os “ t8 6 06 nM 
And now let us examine thoſe apparent Inconſiſtencies, Errors. 
and Miſtakes in theſe 4 Sacred Volumes. Tho' to out comfort, 
RO body among all Fews, Pagans, and Chriſtians (that I have 
\ heard of) ever ſaid ſo much of them before, ' * 
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17. Meſhech. | || 3. .. 
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8 Shephi. med 374.) 08 0. Shepho. 
41. Amran 286. Hendan. | 
42. Jaan. . | 27. Akan. . : 4 | 
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If I had been at the Man's Elbow when this was Writing, 1 
would have pluck'd him by the Sleeve, and ſaid, Do not pur in 
Shes Akan; for it will betray your groſs Ignorance in the He- 
brew Language, in which Jod is ordinarily prefix d to Proper 
Names, andas ordinarily omitted. Thus 1/2..8. 2. Feberechiab in 
the Hebrew and Chaldee®is written Berachiab, without Jod pre. 
fix 'd by the 70, Vulg. Syr. and Arabic Verſions, by the Fete them- ; Bab. Mac.” 
 * ſelves, and by our Saviour he is expreſly call'd Barachias, and cath. fol. 
 Join'd By the Prophet with Uriah the Prieſt who was after | flain; 24- 1. 2. 
So 1 Chron. 3. 16. -Jechoniah Son of Fehoiakim is writ, Fer. 22. * Marth. 
- 24. Coniab Son of Jehoiakim without Jad, and fo in the Hebrew | Bo 2 | 
and Chaldee , but by the Va. 70. Syr. & Arab. with it. gi 23. 
And n Grotizs obſerves, Orientales iiſdem vocibus alios alias m Ant. 
tribuiſſ vocales : unde in propriis nominibus Veteris Teſtamenti as na e 
ranta varictas, That the Eaſtern Nations variouſly aſſign'd what 4% ON 125 
Vowels any had a mind to the ſame words, and hence came ſuch 11. 16. 
variety in the Proper Names of the Old Teſtament. It being ſu. 
ficiently known that none of their Vowels were written don; 
for the Points were of late date, as were alſo the Greek and La- 
tin Accents, and only to inſtruc ſtrangers to pronounce the Lan- 
uage; they being not in any of the old Coins, and Medals, and 


D | Inſcriptions of Antiquity for at leaſt 300 Years after our Saviours _ . ., 
time. So that it is the ſame name whether we pronounceBerech:- 50 
ab, or Barachiab, Zephi, or Zepho; Homam with an e or an o; ſo 

Jieſiab, 1 Chr. 23. 20. is wiixen 14h, c. 24. 25, only by difference 
pf a Vowel ; thus the fame word mn by the altering the point: 


| ings is read, Mar. 10. 3. APO, but in Jahn 19. 25. Cleophas, | 
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as appears from Mark 15. 40. So Haran, Charran, Ham, Cham, 
Sam, Shen. And this is ſo nctoriour a Truth, that the 70 made 
Hl uſe of this Liberty, and theirs being the common Bible in uſe 
in the Apoſtles times, the New Teſtament Quotations were to be = 
examin'd by it, and ſo ſometimes follow'd them in their Miſcon. + _. 
ſtructions of the Hebrew.” Thus Heb. 11. 21. Jacob when he Was 
a dying, bleſſed the Sons of Foſeph, and worſhip'd upon the top 
of his Staff, becauſe the 70 in their unpointed Bibles had read 
Mattah a Rod or Staff, for Mittab a Bed. So Ads 2. 24. Having 
looſed the Pains of Death, ſhould be rendred the Cords or Bands 
of Death (for its Pains could not continue till the Reſurreion), - 
the 70 from whom this was quoted, not minding the Hebrew r 
Pointings or-Vowels of w per patach funes from wan per ſe- 
gol dolores. Many Inſtances of this fort might be produced, were 
it my buſineſs. e DE TE Et 
In general, the Names of the fame Perſons may well differ in 
"SP Geneſss and the Chronicles at ſo long a diſtance of time and place. 
a Vind. 2. Quaſi ignotum eſſet (ſaith a Buxtorffy quibus mutationibus nomine 
37% propria pro diverſitate ſeu regionum ſet temporum expoſita ſint. SB 
| Moſes + ui potuit cam efferendi rationem que ſus temporibus, © * 
Scriptor Chronicorum que ſuis itidem fuerit if oF; As if it was „ 
unknown what alterations proper Names are liable to, through the 5 
diverſity of Times and Countries. Męſet might follow the way — 
of ſpeaking uſed in his time, and the Writer of the Chronicles ! | 
_ "what was uſed in his. And we ſee how our own Language has 
__  alter'd from the days of Chaucer. To which we may add, That | 
nothing is more common than the different way of writing the 
ſame Name. as Chirurgeon, Surgeon, Fatah, Eſay, Nebuchednez- 
zar, Nebuchedrezzar, Williamus, Gulielmus, Humpbridus, Onu- 
phrius, Quirinius, Qrenius even in the ſame Age. So we read in 
e Biſhor Stillingfleets Book about the Parochial Clergy, That in 
the Year 747 there was a Provincial Council held at Clove/hoo or 
Cui. Here our Author would have told him of Inconfiſtencies, 
_ Errors and Miſtakes. So Gen. 46. ro. Femue/and Zohar are calld 
Ten. 46: Nemuel and Zerab in Numb. 26. 12,13. * Muppim and Huppim, _ © 
Numb. 26. Shapham and Hupham; Ebi is alſo there repeated Abiram-and 
309. v. 16. Ezbon, Ozni, Huſbim, Shubam, Ziphion, Zephon. So 1. Chr. 8. 3x, 
2, 16. 32. Zacher and Shimeab are written in the next Chapter, Zecha- 


*  riab and Shimeam, and 2 Chr. 21. 17. Jehoabaæ is written alſo 
in the following Chapter, Ahezzah and Aaariab. So 2 Kings 


* 


13. 1. Azariah is call'd, v. 13. 30. Uzziah, and Matth. 1. 9. Ozi- I 
at, which are (moſt of em) greater variations of Names than any 


this Man pretends to, and yet are no faults of Tranſcribers. And 
if the ſame Perſon be ſometimes call'd Maſh, and ſometimes Me- 


- fhech, one may very well be an abbreviation of the other, as Pekah, 


2 Kings 15. 25. was of Pekabiah, v. 26. And Fakim of Fehoiakim. 


- Beſides, in the E2ft they had many Names, Fehoiada, 1 Chr. 8. 


36. is called in the next Chapter Farah. 80 2 Kings 24. 6. Je- 
hoiachin is called Coniab, Fer. 22. 24. And the King of Babylon 
changed Martaniah's Name to Zedekiah, 2 Kings a4. 17. And chap. 


23, 34. Pharaoh Necho turned Eliakim's Name to Fehozakim. j King, 5 
So p Shiſbaß King of Egypt Herodotus calls Scſoſtris, and P#kab bs Th 
above. ſaid is calPd Mez/an by 3 And who by miſtake 


could tranſcribe Zehoahaz into Fohanan 9? 1 Chr. 3. 15. Not to 
infiſt, that the ſame is practiſed . all over Europe; the ſame 


Kingdom being ſometimes callV'd Gallia, ſometimes Francia; An- 


glia and Britannia, And this will hold not only in Titles and 
Offices, but in fix d Names; the preſent Duke of Bavarias Fa- 


ther being named Ferdinand, Maria, Francis, Ignatius, &c. 


And ſince this has been the conſtant practice of the World, what 


an Inſolent Rudeneſs is it in one who knows little of this matter, 


(as is plain) when he ſees any thing of this kind in the Holy 


Writings immediately to cry aut upon Falſhoods and Inconfiſten- 


. eaten}: og og 
But ſays this Author, Uz, and Hul, and Gether, and Maſh © © 
pere the Sons of 94: Aram, but 1 Chr. 1. 17. they are ſaid to be 4 Cen. 10. 


che Sons of Shen. Very good! Aram was their immediate Fa- 27 __ 


ther, and Shem their Grand father, the Head of their Family, and 21. 


# 


Father of all the Children - of Eber. Aram and his Sons are there: « Gen.29.5. 


fore rightly call'd the Sons of Shem, as, Laban was called Son of: 2 San. 


his Grandfather Nahor, and * Mephiboſheth of Saul; and as u Be. ces 1h 


lah and Ard his Son are reckon'd the Sans of Benjamin. S@ 26. 40. 


Fair the Son of Segub is call'd Son of Manaſſeb who was Father Gen. 46.2. 
to his Great Grandfather Machir, but Head of a Wribe. Thus 1 L. = IT Chr. 2. 
ban ſaid, Theſe Daughters are my Daughters, and Children my, 
Children. And both » Children and Grandchildren are ſaid to be „ . 

born to. Jacob the Head of their Family then livin 


Jews affect to be called the Children of Abraham. 
Again, 1 Ch 3. 22. The Sons of Shemaiab, Hattuſb, and Igeal, 4. 


y Gen. 31. 


and Bariab, and Neariah, and Shaphat fix.. One of the Sons of; ve 7 8 
5 | I io . n 


. © Shemaiah 23. 
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yet ſum'd up fix. So F s The Sons of Izrabiah, 
and Obadiab, and Joel, Iſhiab fi 


50 


A 
ve. Here the number in gene- 


IIe 


ral is five, tho” the particulars amount tp no more than 4, one 


being lolt in the Tranſcribing, This Man will haue it the fault 


ok Tranſcribingz whereas we may very well read the former 


not ſo much as ? e lat 
or To: Which I wonder our excellent Tranflators did not 


words thus, the Sons of Shemaigh, Hattuſb, and Igeal, and Bariah, 


and Neariah, and Shambat (the next poſſibly not fix, bat) Shiſjeb, 
and the latter the Sons of Izrabzab ; Michael, and Obadiab, and 


Joel, Ihiab, Hamiſſab, all of them chief Men. However the Fa. | 
ther with his Sons made up each number. And for 1 Ch. 25. 3. 


where he ſays, the Sum contains one more than the Particulars; 


the former Anſwer will do, tho? here is indeed a fault of the 


Tranſcriber, but it is this Author who has tranſcribed the Verſe 
falfly, and has left out the firſt words of Feduthun, which plain- 


ly diſcover the whole Senſe, that the Verſe is very capable of being 
read of Jedutban the Sons, or Feduthur*sSons Feduthun, Grdaliah, 


and Zeri, and Feſhiab, Haſhabiab,and Mattit hiab, fix. And upon con- 
ſulting the Hebrew, find that it is even form n my 


The Sons of Feduthun, ſo: Lyra, Mariana, and the Ver- 


fion of Symmachus. Feduduthun, Gedaliah, &c. there being 
7 prefix d to the latter Feduthen, implying C/ 


dtcake notice of; tho I do not wonder that our Author did not? 


Further, this Author tells us, 1 Chr. 6. 54. 60. Here are 


but 11 Cities reckon'd up, and yet the Sum is 13, two of their 
Names, Gibeon and Futtah being omitted by the Tranſcriber; 


This Tranſcriber was a very bad Man ſurely to commit ſo many 
faults. But, non fuit conſilium (ſaith Bonfreriè a Learned Writer) 


iſtius libri Scriptori rem hanc accurate perſequi, quæ uliunde poſſet 


i quid deeſſet, ſuppleri. The Hiſtorian did not purpoſe to give an 


exact relation of thoſe Cities, it being done already, but reckons 


up 11 of the principal, or what needed chiefly to be taken notice 


bol in his time, ad concludes, v. 60. as Zoſhua ſaid, All their Cities 


"== Ulead is ufficrently perplex'd. . 


_ throughout their Families were 13 Cities. The Holy Ghoſt uſing, 
do ſpeak ſhort in known Stories, as Mat. 1. 12. Mark..1. 2, 3. 
» Excd. 3. and more particularly, Ads 7.7. They ſball come forth and ſærbe 
me in this place, was not ſpoke to Abraham as the reſt of the 
words there mention'd, but to * Moſes 400 Years after, But 
. faith our Author, the Tranſcriber has ſufficiently perplex'd the 


5 3. 


whole Period: I camot find where it is; but I doubt fomebodys 
5 | CE 
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© Shemaiah is here omitted; for there are but 5 te- 


 *-1 Chr. 6. 61. And unto the Sons of Kohath which were left of 
. © rhe Family of that Tribe were Cities given out of the half Tribe of 
Manaſſen, Lot, 10 Cities. Here ſays he, are 10 Cities given 
cout of the half Tribe of Alanaſſeb; whereas there were 4 given 


© out of Ephraim, 4 out of Dan, and but 2 out of the half Tribe 


© of Manaſſeh, ten in all, as we learn from 7Fofh. 21. 20. 26. The 


ſameanſwer will ſerve to this as to the laſt, non ef ſenſus, ſays 


Menochius, decem urbes dat as ex dimid. Manas. ſed 10 fuiſſe urbes 
datas Caathitis, | 
were Cities given to the Koarhires out of the half Tribe of Ma- 
naſſe h, fays the Hiſtorian truly; but mentions not how many were 
given them out of that half Tribe, but only adds, by Lot 10 Ci 
Ties, i. 6. they had by Lot 10 Cities in all, and ſo ſay all the an- 
cient Verſions. Now as the Hiſtorian paſs'd over a known paſ- 


ſage briefly ;. ſo all that are acquainred with the Hebrew Lan- 


; guage, know it is ſo very conciſe, -and to our Weſtern way of 

peaking ſo imperfe&, that there needs abundance of words in 
{ſome Sentences to fupply the Senſe; and this any one may tell 
| by opening an ordinary Bible where they may ſee numerous Ex- 


preſſions inſerted in a different Character to make the Original 


_ Hebrew intelligible. 


But in 2 Chapters immediately ſucceeding, we have the 


dee due fuerunt ex tribu Manaſfis. There 


very fame Genealogy (ſaich this Author) of King Saul's family + 


twice repeated, 1 Chr. 3 9. 39. 44. And if we turn 

to x Chr. 24. 23. we ſhall find the ſame Catalogue in two ſuc- 

© 'ceſfive Chapters, and the Verſes before and after this to be bare 
< Reperitions: on a Compariſon with the foregoing Chapter, and 
 * ſufficiently confuſed alſo. For Confuſion J Tee nothing at all 
like it in the Verſegtbefore and after this laſt Quotation, but a re- 


gular, plain and cofciſe account of the Families as could proceed 


from an Hiſtorian. And I appeal to any Perſon whatſoever to ex- 


amine whether theſe ſame Verſes the Author mentions, can on a. 
Compariſon with the foregoing Chapter, appear to be but bare 
Repetitions. However, fince theſe Repetitions are not pretended 


to be falſe, I know no fuch Inconhſtency, Error and Miſtake in: ' 


the Hiſtorian, who deſcribing the Original of I/rael, and Fudab's 


Genealogies does upon different Occafions at ſome diſtance f 


place mention part of the ſame Family twice. Ang if he will but 
look on 2 Kings 15. 26, the very ſame words are repeated at v. 


31. following, to omit other places in both Teſtaments. And let 
f 2 | | ; | EN | *. me: 
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- . twice together, as in the foregoing Chapter; bur the Senſe is en- 


s in the foregding Chapter; whereas it is barely Feriah; and 0 
this is an omiſſion in the Original. Which is as wiſe an Obſerva- 


niſh'd, or ſo much as concern'd in the ſtile or manner of Writing 


ii (as the Hebrews affirm) writes in a moſt Majeſtick, Stately, 


whereas St. John the Evangeliſt is much remark'd for his fre 
quent Repetitions. Hence it appears, that they compoſed —_ - 
- worded their own Inſpirations, the Spirit of God taking care only 
ſo to overſee and direct them, that their words might not miſre- - 
preſent their Matter. And let any Man that will contend this, 


of Wiſdom, and Eccleſiaſtes to be divinely inſpired, and not Eccle- 


on d at all here in the Original. 
named) or Ahaz (that was the other Son already ſpoke of) begat 
ſure imply a fault in the Original; for then we ſhall find more 


been ſpared, one Chapter ſo near ſupplying the other, as 1 Chr. 
24. 23. (another of this Man's Objections.) And the Sons, Jeriah, 
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me tell chis Author in Anſwer to this, and all other fuch Cavils 
_ againſt the Holy Scriptures (what perhaps he never conſider d) 


That the Divine Authority of the Canonical Books is not dimi- 


of the Penman. For as to theſe things, inſpired Perſons plainly 
differ according as they differ'd in their Education, Natural Parts, 5 
and Intellectual Improvements. So Iſaiah one of the Royal Pami- be 


and Princely Stile When Amos ſavours of his Paſtoral Employ- -Þ 
ment, as the Water of the Mineral thro” which it paſſes. Who | 
does not ſee and admire the diſtinguiſhing Learning of S. Pass “ 
Education in his Epiſtles and Speeches above the other Apoſtles ! - = 


make it evident by the Writings themſelves without any further 
Arguments, the Proverbs to be the Word of God, and notthe Book 


fraſticus. . ES Ao Pip: | 
This Author goes on to alledge, That in 1 Chr. 9. 41, where 
* there is a Repetition of Saul s Family, Abaz is omitted in the 
Original, and fo forced to be ſupply'd by our Tranſlators. Now 
any one would be apt to think by this, that Ahaz is not menti- 
| ut looking upon the place, we 
find that he is inſerted in order with the reſt, tho* not mention'd 
tire if the word be applied to either Verſe, he (i. e. the very laſt 


Farah: The ſupplying an Engliſbh word for Explication does not : 


Faults in the Books of the Old and New , Teſtament than our 1 
Author will be willing to own. Beſides that ſupply might have 


&c. Now the Chapter before tells whoſe Sons theſe were. But he 1 
ſhould have ſaid, Jeriah the firſt, Amariah the ſecond, Ec. as it 


tion 
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* tion as any know, That if a Man's Litle of Precedence be once 


given him amongſt his Brethren, he muſt never be mention'd af. 


ll rerwards without it; whereas this is ſuppoſed many times for the 
1 future, tho not always expreſsd, and the naming him here firſt 
of all implies it. %% re 


» a" g 5 + 


* 


I Chr. 22. 14. Bebold in ny trouble, ſaith David (or of my 
Poverty) I have prepared for the Houſe of the Lord an bundred 
5 thouſand Talents of Gold, and a thouſand thouſand Talents of Gil. 
ver. This our Author thinks to be a lie. It was, ſays he, more 
Gold and Silver than the whole Earth had upon it, till the late 
© diſcovery of the Mines of America. For my part, I do not know 
what quantity of Gold and Silver was then upon the Earth, any 
more than what is the preſent number of Mankind, tho? this Au- 
- thor pretends to know both; but Tam ſure, the learned Brere- - 
woadl tells us, b That the Treaſures of Sardanapalus exceeded rhis? De gen- 
vaſt Sum, and adds, 155 /ign. planitiem, indeg; maſſam aliquam pls 5e — 
nam & preſſam inſtar Placente (preſfiorts pams, ſaith Schindler qud muri 


formd aurum & argenium ſervari in Principum iheſauris oe 6. 
vit. That the original word for Talent fignities any Maſs of Me- 
tal done into a thin Oblong Oval, like that of our Bookbinders 
Folding: ſtick with which they fold down their Sheets (as I rather 
explain n in which form Gold and Silver uſed to be 
laid up of old in Princes Treaſuries, and at this day is much of 
this ſhape brought into Exgland from park (7 called the Eaſtern 
Coin; ſeveral pieces of which I have my felt ſeen. And if this 
be the meaning of the place, as it very well may (fince over al! 
the Eaſt they keep unalterably to the Cuſtoms of their Anceſtors, _ + | 
whictrrhey pretend to be derived down to em for above 3800 .: 
Years, and a confiderable part of them I did once therefore pur. 
poſe to have publiſh'd for the explaining ſome difficult places of 
pture) then the groſſneſs of the Tranſcribers Miſtake vaniſhes, 
and the Confidence as well as Ignorance of this Author appears. 
And we that know ſo little therefore of the true value of the an- 
cient Coins, as well as of the Nature of many Fowls and Beaſts, 
Inſects, and Reptiles mention'd in the Holy Scriptures, ſhould not 
immediately cry out upon Falſhoods and Inconfiſtencies, when the 
account of ſuch things given us does not altogether anſwer to 
ö what we are acquainted with. However there are great . 
Talents mention d in ancient Authors, Which ſignified but a fthall 
Sum as we learn from Brerewood 5 and 9 


morum. cap. | 
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« Antiq. I. It is certain, they were not Maſaick Talents, fince © Zoſepbus in 
 zozb. part of them. 
from Truth, and from one another, and the general Sums from the 


< Particulars; and fo full and complicated an inſtance of abun- 
© dance of Miſtakes of Tranſcribers in theſe Hiſtorical Books, 


But faith he, the Catalogue of thoſe who return'd from the 
c Captiv ity recited in Eæra and Nebemiab are ſo widely different 


named in this Text, may well be of the value of ſome of them. 
J 7 6. 11. hg very place refer d to by this Author, _ ays, they w ere but the 


© written after the Captivity that he will karch for no more. Ve- 


ty well, then he muft be ſure to remember this Promiſe ; tho 1 
could ſhew him Inſtances of more moment to his purpoſe, and of 


_ greater difficulty. As to his ObjeQion, Ezre 2. 64. the whole Can. 
gregation together was 42360, and ſo ſays Nehemiah, c. 7. 66. And 
tho' the particulars of neither amount to that Sum, yer probably 

ſome of the 10 Tribes might be at Boby/ox then, and return with 
them; for it isſaid, Ezre 2.70. And all Hrael delt in their Cities, 
and theſe might not be particularly deſcrib'd, tho? in general 
ſumd up And ſome of all forts of theſe might not be 
regiſtred with their. Families;  fince we are expreſly told, 
Ezra 2. 62. That the Genealogy of many was not found. 


logue, ſeveral might be better known to what Families they 
belong d; others might be dead. 3 | 


| #1 Nhe, . of Leael is ſaid to come up againſt Fudab. in the 36th, Year 
dw 5 Aſa. 2 Chr. 161 1. Whereas: Buaſha dy d in & the 
| x 1 261Þ. 


3 


0 this we'll orgive him. But how came he then up againſt Judah 


nin tbe 36. of 4½ e Our Author ſhall anſiver this Himſelf with: 


huis third Hypotheſis, or Obſervation, © The Sacred Hiſtorians date 


© trary to the Cuſtom of Prophane Writers: So that A/a might 


eis ars with the Vraelites, for at 
41. 1. ten Years n 


"T 
1 
N 


the Land was quiet 


ear of A/z, ten Years. before. I thought he had but juſt 
told us, that he would ſearch for no more Miſtakes of Tranicri- 
bers. However, he ſhould have ſaid, Baaſba died in the 27h. Lear 
ef Afabut 9 Yeats before. For the Text plainly ſays, Buaſha be- 
gan to Reign in the 3d. Near of Aſ, and Reign d 24 Vears; but 


* the Reign of every King from the firſt Exerciſe of his Supreme 
© Power, tho it happen d in the life time of his Predeceſſor, con- 


in the Regiſter, but v. 64. The whole Congregation toge- 
ther was ſo man. And when Nehemiah came to make. a "=" 


© From: theſe miſtakes of the Tranſcribers, he faith, Bag/ſha King = 


Reign fome Years with his Father; the 3d; might alſo mean, of 955 
his W pF. ; 
„ * Thus. . 


-< but 2 Verſes before, his Father was no more than 40 when he di- 


ed, and was the Son 2 Yearselder than the Father? And 2 King: 


8. 26. Abnziah was but 22 Years old at his Fathers death, and the 
beginning of his on Reign. Here are 2 notorious. Falſhoods of 


this Author, It is not ſaid that Ahagiah began his Reign upon his 
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© gan his Reign, 2 Cr. 23. 2. upon his Fathers death; whereas 


in one place he is ſaid to be 22 Yeats old when he began to Reign, 
and in the other place that he'was 42 then. And our Author ſnall 


anſwer it again, That there might be an Interregnum of 20 Yeats 


till he was peaceably ſetled in his Fathers Throne. For he tells us 


in his 51h. Hypot heſis, That the fame Interruptions of Govern- 
ment, Interregna, and double Epochaes of Reigns are ſometimes 
© tobe expected in the Annals of the Kings of ae and-Zudab, 
that appear in the Annals of other Nations. And we find there 
were now troubleſome times, 2 Chron. 21. 10. tbe Edomites ve 


volt, and ſo did Libnab at the ſame time, v. 16. 7. The Phill. © 


ſtinet and Arabians brake into Fadah, plunder'd the King's Houſe, 


*. 


carried away his Wives, and flew his Sone the Brethren of Abaziah. 


But 2 Ch7.36. 9. Jehoiachin was 8 Years old when he began 


© to Reign, 2 King. 24. 8. He was 18 Yeats old when he began tod 


Reign, and v. 9. is agguſed of doing Evil in the fight of the 
Lord, and v. 15. three Months afterwards he had more Wives 


than one, which are certain demonſtrations that the mimber in 
* the Chronicles is corrupted in our preſent Copies. The firſt an- 
ſwer from our Author will do ſtill, he was 8 Tears old when he 


began to Reign with his Father, but 18 when by himſelf, Or, Je. 


Father was carried away to B 
Years old, Nebuchednezzar ſu 
ro Days in Feri/alem. - 


 boviachin was but 8 Years old, and ſo in a State of Minority when his 
on; but when he came to be 18 
ffered him to Reign 3 Months and 


In the Book of Kings, we find ons miſtake in our preſent Co-. 
< pies that are generally exact, 2 Kings 1. 17. Feboram King of 


* Iſrael is ſaid to begin his Reign in the ſecond Year of Jehoram 


* © the Son of cpa rm King of Judah; whereas Zehoram King 


© of Iſrael began to Reign over Iſrael in Samaria, in the 181. Year 


of Jehoſbaphat King of Judab, chap. 3. 1. No we are got tothe? . * 
Book of King before the cæaſing of Prophets, which will ſpoil all 
our Author's Arguments at once. For where were Bara, Nebemi- | 


D 2 ab, 


” 


made his Son Fehoram 
bis Reign, and ar the latter end of his 1875. but in his Sons ſecond 
Lear, Zeboram King of Iſrael begins to Reign in Samaria, in whoſe 
Fth. Year after, Fehoſhapbat makes his Son King in his own life 


they did not ſee it; 8 in the time of his Wars 
iceroy in his ſtead in the 17h. Lear of 


time, and partner in the Government (ex Cæſart Auguſtum ſays 


(cbronolag. A. B. f Uſher) —_— to the expreſs words of 2 Kings 8. 16. 


Leer. P. 6. And in the 5th, Tear of 


Foram the Son of Ahab King of Iſrael, Fe. 
heſbaphut being then King of Fudab, Fehoram the Son of 'Feho 


phat King of Judah began to Reign. And yet Feboſhaphat the Fa- 


ther Reign d many Years after this, for he Reigned 25 Years in 


Feruſalem, 1 Kings 22. 42. And this ſhews why Fehoram King 
of Iſrael is ſaid to begin to Reign in the ſecond Year of Feborum 


Son of Jeboſbaphat King of Fudab. I thought at firſt, we might 


have had an anſwer ready from our Author's 3 Hypotheſis or 


Obſervation, That the Sacred Hiſtorians exactly 
tween the imperfe& Reign of a King which was generally be- 
_ © fore, and his compleat Reign which was generally after his ob- 
* taining the Royal City. In the latter caſe. the Royal City 1s 


ly diſtinguiſh be- 


£ named, and the Phraſe is, ſuch a one Reign'd in Ferzſalem, in 


+ Tirzab, or in Samaria, or over all 1/ragg, or all Judah, &c. So 


then Foram the Son of Ahab had Reign d ſome Years before, but 
he began to Reign over 1/7ae! in Samaria in the 18th. of Feheſba- 


| phat, or the ſecond Year of his Son Feboram, as the Sacred Text 


tells us. But becauſe this anſwer will not ſuit with the Hiſtory, 


| and ſo that Obſervation is good for nothing that! ſee; if the 


former account which the Context ſeems to require, be not fully 


_ fatisfaQory ; fince there are many poſſibilities of things, I ſhall ra- ; 


ther ſuppoſe that Foram being a warlike Prince had the Go- © 
vernment ſome time with or under his Father Ahab, and during 
the ſhort Reign of his Brother Abaziab who was afflicted with 


Sickneſs. For we read, 2 Kings 3. 5. That when Ahab was dead, 


no notice is taken of Ahagiah, but that King Feboram wgnt out 
of Samara the ſame time and numbred all ae. 
And now ſince all the noiſe about ſo many Falſhoods and Mi- 


ftakes in the Canonical Scriptures amount to no more than ſo: 


IK tpis Author was conſiderable enough, we might rationally ex. 
| p*Athar his Superiors ſhould take him to task for publiſhing 


ſuch 


2 er 
4h, Haggai, Zechariab and Malachy that they did not ſee this fault 
in Hittory ? Why did they not correct this Miſtake ? Becaufſe 
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ſuchbold Aſſertions, and pretending to ſind great Diſſocations in St. 
_- Matthew's Goſpel (of which hereafter) eſpecially 8 1 
Breat Scandal his late Theory gave about the Days of the Crea - 


Ihe 5th. Propoſition tells us, That the entire ſum of Years 
_ © from, the Creation till the Chriſtian Æra is not concern d in the 
© greateſt number of the Chronological Difficulties: of the old 
þ and inſtances in 3 of its moſt famous Periods as ſe- 
© cured to us by expreſs and exact numbers from the Ingreſs into 
pt till the Captivity. But by his favour, the greateſt Chro- 
. are after this time, from the firſt of Ou: 
to the Chriſtian Æra, and ſo generally accounted. - And tho? he 
tells us, That the firſt of theſe Periods from Abraham's depar- 
_ © ture out of Haran till the Exodus out of Egypt is punctually 430 
< Years according to Exod. 12. 40; 41. Nom the 'ſojourmms 
© of tbe Children f Iſroel, vobo dioclt in Egypt, toes 430 
© Tears. And dt tber en of "the 430 Nan; even ibe fer 
* ſame day all the Hoſts of the Lord went out f : Eeypr, Here 
is not one -word of Abrubam's departing out of Haran; or that the 
430 Years began then; nay; when we come to the Propoſition re- 
lating to it, he will ee that it did not; and himfelf to -bemifta. © 
ken in one of the ma in Periods of his Ghronology. Nor is it fo 
evident from 8 Ezeftiel's lying 3 90 Days upon his left fide to bear , ETH. .. 
the Iniquity of the Houſe of rar; that this doth expreſly 4. 5 
mean that it was 390 Years. from the beginning of the Ido. 
latry of Feroboum, till the laſt Captivity of the Relicks of the 
10 Tribes in the 23d. Year of Nebuchrdneggaar. I know this Au. 
thor aſſerts it very dogmatically, both here and in his 14th. Props.” - 
fition; but without any manner of proof pretended, otherwiſe tùaaan 
that it exactly agrees with hie Accounts, and therefore is exactly 
ſtated, when if thoſe Accounts be true, this may be falſly appli · 
ed; but if neither be true, the Caſe is worſe. I am ſure this very ; 
 Ezekielin the next Chapter, Fre- this Houfe ef I/ uel tox. Fra, 
mean Ferufalem, which is ſet in the nidſi of the Nations and Coun” 17 N 
tries that are round about her. And this Houſe of Iſraebis Feruſe 
len, ſaith the Lord God. And Iſaiah to the fame purpoſe, I willi Tia. 45. 
place Salvation in Zion for Iſrael! my Glory, And more expreſly, re hs 
k Hear ye this, O Houſe of Jacob, which are called by the Name of ** 5 
Iracl. And therefore tho Eæeſiel in the firſt place feferd to, 
ſometimes mentions the Houſe of as], and ſometimes calls it 
, the Houſe of Judab (which yet may here mean the * 
. | . Tribe 


2 
2 


3 


* 


74 Tribe of ew: which was the chief among them; or rather the 
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Koxal Family called the Houſe of Fudab, Ha. 22. 21. and par- 
12 King ticularly t Manaſſth, for whoſe Sins the Lord temoved them out 


+ 35* ef his fight) yet he os apes means. the 08 People; for the 


chreatning is expreſly of the Siege of Feruſalem, ver ſe 7. and it 
after follows; ver/e 13. Even thus ſhall the Children' of Iſrael eat 
their defied Bread among the Gentiles whither I will drive them. 
Which could not be meant of the 10 Tribes who were gone into 
Captivity long befote; and could not be capable of any Threat- 
nings of the Siege of Lee here mention d, or the Conſe. 


quences of it 1 
The 6th. Propoſiti rior ſays, © That Abraham was barn when his 


Father Teroh was 130 Years of Age. Becauſe it is ſaid, Ger. 11: 


3 * ken unto im, aud he was 75 Tears old when he 
m Aﬀs 7. Haran; and u St. Stephen adds, that this was when his Father 
4. ' was dead. No becauſe. this Author knows, that it was ſaid be · 


the moſt material Points ſtill in queſtion with many excellent 
Chronologers, And I can ſay that it has puzzled all our Criticks 
to very little purpoſe, how to reconcile theſe 2 Texts. When it is 
but turning to the Samaritan Pentatench which A. B. LUſber gor 
from the Remnant of the Samaritans in Paleſtine, and may be 
reſumed to be that which they receivd from the Captivd 10 


n 2 Kings ribs ibes_n when they: firſt learned from them to worſnip the God 
17. 27. of Iſrael, ang is ſtill written in the: ancient Hebrew Character in 
uʒỹſe before the Capt Oy and on very old Medals we find written 
in it, Holy Jeruſdlem; which could not be after the diviſion of 
the 10, Tribes who has would not call it fo. This excellent Sa- 
naritan Pentateuch ſays, Gen. 1 1. 3 2. that the Days of: Terab 


o Gen. 12. were but 145 Veats when he died, and then o Abraham was but 


75 75 Years old at his Father's Death, and v horn in the 701. Vear 
| 3 * of his Fathers Age. And ſo this matter is clear. But our Author 


(as it ſeems) not knowing: of this, goes the old way, and will 
© Jn to prove that Abraham was not the eldeſt Son of Terah, 


32. That the Days of Terah were 205 Tears, and Terah ted in 

Haram, and Gap. 12. 2. The! Lord Bad faid to Abra ger thee © 

© out of. t Cuy; fo A broham departed as Lo: dhad po. 
he departed out. of. 


fore by Moſes, Gen. 1 1. 26. That Terah liv'd 70 Years and begat - 
 Abrabam, Nabor and Haran, he therefore tells us, This is one f 


o he is named firſt; and ſo. not born in the 70th. but in the 
e ae of is Father's age afterwards. Which (by the way) 
gems : 


ry ; 2 : 
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ſeems very ftrange, that a. Man ſhould be ſaid at 76 ts beget; 
Sos, ate et cat one of 1 5 (much tore the fitſt namely: 5 
ſhould not be born till 60 Years after. Surely the Women went 
very Long with Child in thofe days. But let tis hear him, In the 
| firſt place,” faith he; this is tighly probable tom Ge. 5. 32. a 
1 parallel place, where it is faid, Noah was 580 Years old and be- 
N gat Shem, Ham, and Japher; whete Zaphet who is laſt menti- 
don, was certainly che eldeſt of the 3 Sons of Noab, and To. 
Haran yho is laſt, may probably enough be the eldeſt of the 3 
_ © Sons of Terab. I anfwer, there is no neceſfary Conſequenee in 
this, that becauſe it is ſo in one place, it ſhould be ſo in anotllex ; 


nor ſo much as probability without ortier Reafors concurring, 
But how does it appear that Fagber was the eldeſt Son of Noah? 
By the order of each of their Poſterity in Genc: and the Chro. 
* zicles, where Japber is ſet the firſt ; which makes bis ſme. 
 , © what probable. As for nating the Poſterity of either feſt, there 
/ isnogeexe mire ini; ir was done orci ee, fas Patch 5 
lus. Moſes began at the 14% Son firſt; but in both places Shem is. 
| ſerdown before his Brethren. But faith our Author, by the beſt 
© rendringof the Hebrew words concerning them in Gem. 10. 21. 
* Fapher is ſtiled the eldeſt Brother. What he wilt count the 
| beſt rendring, is no rule to me; but the Hebrew werds are 
puer maetticelder Brother of Japher, And fo the Vulg.Syr.. 
1 Arab. Samarit. Text and Verf and the Tangum it ſelf: (notwith-, 
ſtanding the Tranffator's Ignorance) render it. Or if we will tran- 
Hate the words as they literally ſtand; Fapher might be call d 
| the Great, becauſe of ſome. peculiar Eminency for which he was 
' Honourable; or extent of Dominion; or 4 more W ang 
0 powerful Poſterity; or ſome orher of that Name refer d to by 
Mofes, as well as upon the account of Age. But faith he, this 
© is evident by the expreſs Chronology of Moſes before and after 
the Deluge, * compared togerher, which ough t to determine us. g Ger. r7. 
. Noah was juſt 500 Years eld whien'the cldelt of his; Chiklren 50. with | 
were born, as weare affured, by thar Text we are upon. Pat g. 1. 4 
© Shem'wasnot born till Noah was 502 Years., For 2 Years after 
the Flood when Noa was 602, Shem was a bare 100. I wonder how: -. -: 
this Author can write ſo; The Text WE are upon, vi. Gen. 5. | 
32. does not ſay, Noah, was juſt 5oo Yeats old when theeldeſt of 5 
his 3 Childter! were born; © but Noah was 56% Years. old, And, 
[ - Noab begarShem, Ham and Fapher. Nor does Gen. 1 1. 10. Ay 
ES | wan: - 
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© thatShom was but a bare 100, but Shem was an 100 Years old 
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and begat Arphaxad 2 Years after the Flood, or as the 70 tranſlate. 
che Dual yr). in the ſecond Year after the Flood. Bo nab Z 
and 'Shem might be well on in another Year at leaſt; but within 
_the 2 Years Shem was born, z. e. begot in the 50 /f. Tear of Noah, 
and born in the 502cbxd.. And here our Author ſheuld reme her 3 
his 67h. Hhoothafe, or Oh, ervation; * That even 1 ars 
in the Chronology of Scripture do imply the ſpace 'mention'd 
to be nearer to that number than to the next, either over or un- 
der, and wilt allow es Months more or leſs than is ſaid, on ei- 
ther fide, according to the moſt natural and tri fignification of 
*the words themſelves. And the 770. Hypotheſis gives us more than 
we need, That this exactneſs of Numbers in the Chronology of 
Sctipture does by no means hinder, but that the common liberty 
' © which all Writers take of uſing large and round Numbers with - 
Debt ſuch'Accuracy, may be allowed the Sacred ones alſo, upon 
other octaſions where a greater exactneſs was no way neceſſa7 

to the matter in hand. Thus 400 Yeas; a large and e trace bf 
« ber, may occaſionally be uſed, tho*iMppear by the Chronology 
delivered in other places more exactly to be 405, and this with- 
out any Prejudice ro the Accuracy of the Sacred Accounts of an- 
„ But faith this Author, Tſhall now ſhew, Secondly, That Haran 

_ © not only probably might be, but certainly was elder than Abra- 
* ham. Haran was probably elder than his Brother Nahor to whom 

© he gave his Daughter in Marriage. To this I cannot ſay there 
was any probability in it, without other Reaſons ; ſince ſome 
were a great while in thoſe Days before they todk them Wives, | 
And why might not a Man then Marry a younger Perſon's Daugh- 
ter? Many younger Brothers in our ſhort time of life, have Chile 
_ dren marriageable before the marriage of the elder. _ But what is 
all this to Abraham? Sarai is ſuppoſed to be the ſame with I/ 
_©cah the Daughter of Haran, elſe how could ſhe be ſtiled Abra- 


e (6 Gran eee ot "bis Farber, 


Gen. 20. 12. And if it be allowed, this makes it certain that 
Haran was elder than Abraham; ſince his Daughter Sarai, A- 


Gen. 17. © þxzham's Wife was but, 10 Years younger than her Husband. 2 


ſuppoſed] and {if it be allowed]! what Expreſfions are tbeſe, 
when we are promiled certarnty of proof! But it is not to be 155 5 


poſed, nr s It to Be alow'd. För the very Text, betete his | 
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Suppoſition upon, is 4 direct Proof againſt him, Gen. 20. 12. She 


js indeed my Siſter; ſhe is the Daughter of my Father, but not 


the Daughter of my Mother; which are ſd particularly ex preis d 


as words can do it, That Sara; was his Father Terabs Daughter 
by another Woman; and being his Son Abrahams Wife, ſhe was 
as well ſtiled Terabs Daughter in law, Gen. 11. 31. as if the had 
been his Grand daughter. Neither is it at all probable without ſo 
plain à Text, That Sarui Abrabam's Wife was the ſame with / 
chah this Brother's Daughter; for then why ſhould hot Moſer 


ſay fo as he does in other Inffances, Gen. 14. 7 Enmiſhpat which 


FI Kadeſh, verſe 8. the Kang of Bela tohich is bar, chap. 3 5 6. 


Luz that 1s Bethel; fo T{chah who is Sara bùt names them one 


after the other as diſtin& Perſons? Or why ſhould Abraham be 
ſo particular as to ſpeak of her being his Father's Daughter, but 
ot his Mothers; and not ruther that ſhe was his Brothers, if ſhe 


ad been ſo: ? W d e ect er SA H: 
| ger 100i OT dee e 1-77 SOISUDIEDNT-ST1H nt, 


_ + Beſides, ſaith this Author, Haran was certainly elder than 
© Abrabam ; for about the ſame time that Abraham begat Iſaae at 
the Age of 100 (which was then but the beginning of old age) 


Lot the Son of Haran is ſtiled old by his Daughters, Gen. 19. . 
31. Our Father is old, c. Now we grow worſe and worſe. 4. 


braham had the promiſe of a Son, Gen. 18. 10. When he was 100 


Years old, and towards the latter end of the next Chapter Let 
is ſaid to dwell in the Mountain with his Daughters in a Cave. 


But we are not told how long Lor might have liv'd with his 
Daughters there before the Inceſtuous Original off Moab and Am- 
mon happen d. Does this Author think that what is Recorded in 
one Chapter muſt be contemporary with what is told in the fore 


* — 
-a 
E 


oing, we ſhall then fnake but ffrange Chronology in the Holy, 


_ *Seriptures.” 6:04. 


But Harun died in; Ur of the Cha/dees before the removal of, Cen 11. 


his Father and Brethren from thence, and therefore before Abra. 28. 


5 bam was 75 Tears of age. May be ſo. But we haye d loſtan 


ces of any body dying young till long after this time Then this 
js the firſt. In ſhort, nothing can be gather'd from Harar's dying 


firſt, that therefore he muſt be the elder, ſince this very Text 


ſays he died before his Father Terahb. + - . 


* 


lis next buſineſs being to ſhew why Abrabam a younger Son 


is named firſt; and this proving to be falſe and groundleſs: I 
ſnall not trouble my ſelf with his 3 uponi "x 


* 


© Of GCHRONDLOGT. 
The 7th. Propoſition tells us what every Perſon that has conſi- 
derd the place know, That the Period of the 430 Years ſojour- 
ning of the Children of I/#ae! is not to be confined to the ſpace 
© of heir continuance in the Land of Ent. But this Man cannot 
let things alone when they are we, but Will be proving it, and 
that from the ſmall number of Generations interpoſed between 
the entrance into, and the Exodus out of Egypt as that Interval 
he ſays, is exactly ſtated by the beſt Chronologers. © Thus Foche- 
_ © bed the Mother of Moſes was the immediate Daughter of Levi. 
Hf the beſt Chronologers told/him ſo, they told him what was not 
true. For Exod. 6. 20. Amram the Grandſon of Lev: did not 
marry his Father's Siſter, as is there tranſlated, but I his Cou- 
fin German: So Syr. Vulg. 70, Arius Montan. Samarit. Text and 
Ver. His Uncle's Daughter, and the Cha/dee put out by Ai 
Montan. (with little — rence) renders it his Aunt's Daughter. 
Jer. 32. and the Maſculine 717 is applied by Jeremy to Hananeel his © Un. 
' dle's Son, and sendred by the 70, dd afings merges ww, and by the 
Syr. and Vulg. Patruelis, 'Coutin German. Amram's Wife Foche- 
u Exod, 2. bed is indeed called » a Daughter of Levi, i. e. of his Stock or 
1. Progeny as Chriſt was the Son of David, of Abraham, and Eli. | 
x Luke 1. gubẽth A Daughter/of Aaron; and therefore the Vulg. renders it, f 
1 Ace pit urbremn fer ſuæ, of his own kindred; and the 70 24 
r hee Rad, Of the Daughters of Levi, as Laban ſaid, Gen. 
31. 43. Thefe Duugbters are my Daughters, and Children myiChil- 
den. Nay, our Author himſelf bur a few lines below ſays, © She. 
evab call d the Daughter of Ephraim, 1 Chr. 7. 24. was perhaps, 
(and I fay-certieinly) but his Grand-daughter, and where he 
ttuminks it will ſerve his turn, Gen. 20. 12. Daughter muſt mean 
y Page 33. y Grand-daughter of her Father. And tho* Jochehed is faid to be 
» Numb. horn to z Levi in Egypt; yet ſo are both Children and Grand- 
26:59 children faid to be bom to the Head of their Family then living, 
Gen. 48. , 18, 22, 25. But our Tranſlation ſaying: that Amram 
: married his Father's Siſter, deceiv'd a late learned Lord Chief 
Jiultice of the Cmmon Pleut; as he himſelf obferv'd it was eaſie for 
All the Judges together to be deceiv'd, when the Queſtion was to be 
Tee Vaug- reſolved by Searches not common. This Author tells us twice over 
Re. in the ſame Page (leſt we ſhould forget) that Levi Maſes's Great 


; 


15 2 Vece Grand father was 50 Years old at the deſcent into Egypt, but not | 
2 word who told him ſo, nor for what reaſon he ſays it. 1 
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Ihe Brb. Prapaſſtion is to:ſhew, That the ſame 430 Yearsdo - 
© commence exactly when Abraham was 75 years old; and depar- 
© ted out of Haran, and could be in no other gear. | For this year 
is connected with the death of his Father M205 years of age, 
© and ſo the Chronogical Series is continued and a famous Peri. 
* od begun, which elſe: would be paſt over in filence. That in Ha- 
ran Abraham was in his'own-Country, and among his Kindred, 
and not ſojourning in a ſtrange Land, as Exod. 12. 40. in that 
date implies, that the Promiſe of the Meſſias to Abraham from 
* whence St. Paul dates theſe 430 years, Gal, 3. 17. was certainly 
made to him at this age, Gen. 12. 3, 4. This is the plain ſub- 
ſtance of what he ſays: But who would think a Man ſhould take 
ſuch pains to give St. Stephen the lie. For let any one mind, the 
Principal Text relating to this matter is Exod. 12. 40. Now: the 
ſojourning of the Children of Iſrael who dioelt in Egypt was 430 
years.*:This ſojourning here means (as is agreed) the whole Pil. 
grimage, the laſt place whereof was in Egypt whence they were 
iver 
J 
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d. But it is not ſaid nor implied that all the time of this 
F | ſojourning muſt be in a ſtrange Land, as this Author firms. For 
F it plainly began when God appeared to Abraham in Meſopotamia 
| fore he dwelt in Charran, Accs 7. 2, 3, 4. And (there) ſaid unts 
him, Get thee out of thy Country, and from thy Kindred, and come 
into the Land which I ſhall ſhew.thee. Ihen came be out of the Land 
of the Chaldeans and dwelt in Charran (which was ſome removal 
but of his Country, and from his Kindred; however it was a be- 
inning; of his Pilgrimage) and from thence when bis Father was 
| Tad be removed him. Before which removal God had ſaid, Gen. 
4 12. 1. RN dixerat , i. e. in Meſopotamia, as St. 4 hen exptel- 

, ly tells us, Get thee out. ofthy Country, and ſrom thy Kindred, and 
| 4 a rom thy Father's Houſe unto a Lan that Iwill. ewthee, And © 
4 ' will make of thee a great Nation, and I will bleſs thee and make thy 

1 name great, and in thee ſhall all Families of the Earth be bleſ- 
J. Which Promiſe. of the Maæſiah St. Paul ſays was 430 years 
before the Law was given, Gal. 3. 17. In Charran then the firſt; 
lace of his ſojourning after this Promiſe, Abraham liv'd 5 years, 
or from his departurè thence to the birth of 1/aac.it was 25 only, 
as we read, Gen. 21. 5. When the 400 years begin according to 
Gen. 15. 13. That Abraham's Seed ſhall be a ſtranger in a Land 
not theirs, and be afflicted 400 years; from thence to the birth 
of Jacob Go. Gen. 25. 26. there * his going down into Egypt. 


} 


130. Gen. 47. H. thence to the death of Foſeph - 71. Gen. 50. 
22. compared with chap; 4 1. 46. and 45. 6. thence to the birth of 
Moſes 59, and thence to the Aten out of Egypr 80, Exod. 7. 5. in 
all 430. Which z laſt particulars make up 2 10 Years from the de · 
ſcent of Jacob, and his Family into Egypt to their coming out, ac- 
cording to the conſtant Tradition of the Fewſh Nation, and clear 

diemaonſtrat ion of the thing it ſelf. And therefore to bring in a Co- 
rollaty afterwards that the ſame ſojourning is ſometimes called 
| goo years in Scripture for round neſs and evenneſs of the number, 


* rs 


when it was really 4c 2 horrible bungle; ànd not conſiſtent 
4 I 


with 7ratb, ot the exattneſs.of the Sacred Chronologg. 
The 9th, Prbpaſitiom ſets down aplain:Textof Scripture; 1 Kings - 
6. 1. It came to paſs ih the 48oth. Tear after: the Children of fra. 
el were come out of tbe Land of Egypt inthe th. Tear of Salomons 
Reign over Iſrael, in the Month Zi, which is the ſecond Month, 
that he began to baild the Houſe of the Lord. And this Author 
adviſes every one by no means to lengthen this Period on any 
Pretence or Conſideration whatſoever. And I do promiſe him 1 
will not; but who would think that this Man ſhould ſo ſoon as 
Page 84. unpardonably forget this very Text and Caution, which 1 
ſhall there conſider, and in the mean time paſs. on to his twWo 

Corollaries, The firſt of which obſerves from Sir Jahn Manſbam, 
© That the Book of Judges does not make up an entire Series of 
Succeſſive Chronology, but that ſome of the years of Slavery, or 
© reſt in one Region were collateral to others in different quar. 
ters of the Land, and that the Judges were not univerſal Mo- 

© narchs of the whole People of 1/7ae/, . but occaſional deliverers 
Hof ſome parts of them only; and therefore ſometimes contem- 
© porary to one another. This our Auther ſays, is a wiſe, and juſt, 
and happy Obſervation. For the Wiſdom aud Juſtice of it Ican-- 
not ſee much, it being chiefly grounded on Conjectures and Pre. 
carious Aſſertions of which it is full; but for the happineſs of 
R, Lagree with rhis Author, ſince it has furnifh'd him with an 
e of 4 whole leaves together. 
The ſecond Corollary pretends @ give the meaning of thoſe 
words of St. Paul, Aﬀs' 13. 20. which he ſays, diſturb him in the 
ſtating of the Period of the 480 Years before us. And when God 
had deſtroy'd 7 Nations in the Land of Candan, hedivided their 
Land to them by Lot, and after that 1 them Judges about 
the ſpace of 450 yeats until Samuel the Prophet. Here "Ow _ 
& 7 5 | 1 : 8 | ut # 1 ; 
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Author, If the years of the Judges before Samuel be 450, this 
whole Period will be more than 480. Which I ſhall explain be- 

cauſe he does not. That if we allow 40 to Mſes in the Wilde - 
neſs, 18 to Jaſbua, and none allow him fewer (except Du Pin + 


who yet allows him 17). 450 to the Fudges, 40 to Samuel and Saul, 


40 to David, and 4 to Solomon; the whole will be (not reckon- 


ing the Government of the Elders) 59 2. And if we reckon the 
time of the Elders, or Sanbedrin who judged Iſrael immediately 
after Jaſbua, it will be more. And to that Solution of the number 
of 450 years, which adds the Years of the Oppreſſors to thoſe 


of the Judges, it is liable to this further exception, That the 20 


rs of Sampſon in which he judged J/rael in the days of the 
Philiſtines are to be deducted out of the 40 years of their Oppref- 
ſion. To this very material Objection our Author ſays, I muſt 
_ © own it to be my opinion that St. Paul in theſe words did only 

ſpeak in general of ſuch a number of years of the Zudzes as 


were uſually aſcribed by the Jetus in his days to them, Now I 


confeſs the Apoſtles in their Expreſſions do ſometimes ſeem to al- 


lude to the Legendary Stories of the Propheſie of Enoch, Area - 


que EY ν Cited: by Orig. contr. Cel ſ. l. 5. Iren. 4. 30. Tertul. de Idol, 


N de culticfa@minarum 1. Clem. Alex. in Excerptis, &c. and by the 
_ Fews in Zobar. And another Apocryphal Book;call'd nwannue 


imiſſiu Moſis, Græce Arx Mete mentioned. by Origen and 
Epiphaniut; both read in the Church in the Apoſtles times, and 
approved by the Fews, the former according to the Primitive Fa- 
thers principally treated of the Stars and their Vertues, of the de- 
{cent of Angels to the Earth to entertain a Commerce with the 


[2 
& 


Daughters ee the Original of Giants occafion d by this 


Correſpondence, of things that were to befal the Zews, of. our 


eros, and the laſt Judgment, and a; world of Fictions on theſe 
bjeQs;_ and the very words of Jude 9, fairh, Grotius, the other 
treated of the Conteſt betwixt the Devil and the Arch angel a- 


Saviour, of the Deſttuction of Jeruſalem, the Diſperſion. of te 


bout the Body of Moſes. And St. Stephen, Alle 7.53. Speaking 
of thoſe Who receiv'd the Law e 4araye; unto the 2ifpoſition,. Oe 
or State, or Order of Angels, ſeems to refer to that parabolicall 


Narration (for only as ſuch were theſe Stories. receiv'd, among the 
rwe, ſaith: Buxtorf) mention'd by Dr. Lightfoot, That all they 


who heard the Law utter d by God from Mount Sizai, were by. 


ale 


ne W Roo ber 3 
Fa pe begot Children, grown old or died, but that the buſineſs of 
the Golden Calf turn d them to ſinful and mortal Men again. 
And our Saviour grounds his Argument for the Reſurrection upon 
« falſe Notion the s then had, that God is no where in Scrip. 
mbabum, Iſaac, and Zacob muii in their Bod ies and. Souls ſome- 
where elſe partake of that Benefit; as he immediately after ar- 
gues with the Scribes about Chriſt, I David calleth him Lord, 
how ig he then his Son? Which are only Arguments upon their 
Principles. The Apoſtles alſo fetch their Quotations out of the 
70 Bible, becauſe it was the only one then generally uſed, tho? 
in ſome places it is not an exaf.Tranflation. But to think that any 
inſpired Writer ſhould confirm a ſying Tradition among the Fews 
is an impious Suppoſition. If they once broach Lies in compliance 
with that People, who can tell when they do ſpeak truth? And 
therefore when they mentionthe 40 years Reign of Saul (urhich 
bur Author inſtanceth in) the Names of the Egyptian Magicians, 
annes and Fambres, and many other things of this kind no 
where found in the old Teſtament, we have reaſon to believe they 
do it from a true Tradition of the Jeiſh Nation, or by the 
fuggeſtion of the Holy Spirit. And that there were 75 Souls witn 
Jacob and all his Kindred who went down into Egypt, we may 
be aſſured, becauſe St. Stephen being full of the Holy Ghoſt ſays 
fo, Aﬀs 7. 14. Tho all the Souls of the Houſe of Facob which 
Moſes reckon'd up, Gen. 46. 27. of the Deſcendants into Egypt 
were but 7o. And in Genealogies of the Holy Scriptures, how. 
often are immediate Sons omitted? For thus My/es dividing his 
Genealogy of rhePatriarchs from Adam to Abrabam. into 2 De. 
2 Luke 3. cades, omits Cainan the Son of  Arphaxad, which St. 2 Le 
36. Writing more at large ſupplies. As St. Mart heto dividing his Ge- 
nealogy from Abrabam to Jeſus into Teſſaradecades ſays, Oaiar 
begat Foatham who was the Son of his great Grand- ſon; Slip. 
ping over Foaſh, Amaziah, and Arariab, In all which Caſes 5 
jected by this Author, I chink it ſafer to acquieſce in the ſenſe of 
b7olet.Zuc. a learned and pious Writer, b Credere debemus Evangeliſtæ id 
3 anno. 5 1. offer manti © minuſq; periculum eſt dicere, Hebraica exemplaria ex 
_ parte non haberi perfecta quam aſſerere in Evangelio errorem ſeu 
mendacium vel minimum reperiri, That we ſhould ir: ther believe 
the old Teſtament Copies are in ſome places imperfe&t, than ac. 
cuſe the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles of telling W 
95 = 1 Iltakes, 
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their Fathers, and is directly tranſlated thus, And after theſe 
things (or afterwards) in. about 450 years he gave them Judges, 
beginning this date at Gen. 17. 19. When God eſtabliſhed his Co- 


venant with Abraham; whence to the birth of 1/aac we may rec- 


kon near 1 year; thence to the birth of Jacob 60, thence to their 


going into Egypt 130, thence to their coming out 2 10, thence to 
teir entring Canaan 40, and thenge to the diviſion of the Land 


7, it will be about we quickly after the Judges ariſe. | But 
Archbiſhop Uſer makes it from the birth of 1/aac.to this Divifi- 
-0n.452. The Apoſtlę fays, &s bret, Cc. about 450. Which alſo 
ſhews he did not mean any exact number according to thevulgar 
Opinion of the Fewo, which this Author ſays, did punctually a- 
manntitothis S mr ͤ og fe 

The 10%b. Propoſition pretends to inform us, that ſince ,Zeho- 
ram King of ae! began to Reign in the 18h. of Jeheſbaphat King 
of Fudah, who Reigned 25 years in all; therefore in the 57h. o 
Fehoram when Fehoſhaphat made his Son Partner in the Kingdom, 


this was about 3 years before Febo/haphat's death, and is exaQly 


Rated for ſo much in theChronology, Page 86. and expreſs d to 


be clear 3 years. Nom uuly this may be ſo, if we could be ſure 
that Je horam 5 to Reign in the beginning of Zeboſhaphat's + 


18h. and Febo 


| aphars Son at the beginnipg of Feboram's fifth. 
But for anything this Author knows, both might begin ar the 


PY 


latter end of the years mention d, and then they may fall neara 
Twelve month ſhort. Which tho' pardonable in an Hiſtorian who 


writes at large; yet where Chronology is ſtated to the very odd 


Months (as 8 here) this is very precarious and may 
affect the whole | eo ood; Met oped! 
His Corollary to this fays, -* That it will be reaſonable to ex- 
pect ſome kind of Intimation in Scripture, when we allow the 
* commencing of a Son's Reign before his Father's Neath. I an- 


ſwer, This was ſo very ordinary in thoſe times among all the 


Eaßern Kings to make their Sons Viceroy during their 2 


; 
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Miſtakes, as this Author ſays, A#s 9. 14. Luke 3. 36. St. Stephen, 
and St. Luke do in their Hiſtorical Narrations. And therefore his 
Solution juſtly diſturbs us more than the words of St. Paul do 
him, 47513. 20. Whoſe plain meaning I learn by a wiſer and 
happier Obſervation of Sir ohn Ruatehbul, than that he mentions 
from Sir John Mar ſbam, I uni rad m os kr Teri. ern rebre 
refer to verſe 17. When the God of the Children of 1/rael choſe 
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the Wars, and often to take tliem into à Partnerſhip of the Go · 
verninent that Grotius ſays, it has much perplex'd the Perſian 

Chronology, and it was fo particularly uſual in the Kingdoms of 

Val and Judub, that we may many times well ſuppoſe it to be 

© 1 King, o, where it is not always expreſs d. Thus e David appoints Za- 

1. 34 35, dok the Prieſt, and Nathan the Prophet to anGint his Son Solo- 

43. mon King over 1/rael, and Proclamation to be made, God /ave 

| King Solomon; that he may come 'dnd-fit upon my Throne, faith 
David ; for he ſhall be King in my ſtead,” and I have appointed 

him to be Ruler over 1/-ae!, and over Fadah. And Jonathan tells 

- Adonijah, Verily our Lord King David bath made Solomon 

80 2 Kings 8. 25. In the 12th. year of Foram Ahaziah began 

to Reign, chap 9. 29. It was in the 1170. year of Foram, i. e. A. 

_ Þaziah-Reign'd one year in his Father's life time, as was Solomon's 

Caſe. For when Fathers became unfit for Government, they pla- 

4 2 chr. ced their Sons on the Throne; as here; d Aþaz7ah's Father was 
21. 18,19. note with an incurable diſeaſe in his Bowels 2 years before he 


So 2 Kings 15 27. Pekah Reigned 20 years, verſe 30. is killꝰd 
in the 20th. of Jothan, yer verſe 32. Fotham began in theſecond . 
of Pekab, and verſe 33. Reign'd but 16 years, i. e. Jotham Reign'd 
4 years with his Father, and 16 himſelf; for verſe 5. Ihe Lord 


ſmote the King, fo that be was a Leper unto the day of his death, _— 


and dwelt in a ſeveral Houſe. And Jotham the King's. Son was 
over the Houſe," judging the People of the Land. But his 16 years 
Reign for himſelf began with the ſecond of Pekab,-'and'ended in 
the 17th. accotfding-to the expreſs words of 2 Kings 16. .. 
S8o 2 Kings 13. 1. Fehoabaz begins to Reign in the 23 d. of Jo- 
aſb, Reigns 17 years; yet in the 37th. of 25 his Son begins, 
tage. was made the Viceroy, and ſav'd J½rael from under the 
Hands of Benhadad the Son of Har asl = 5. and verſe 25. 
He 700k again out of the Hand of Benbadad the Son of Hazael the 
ties which be bad taken out of the Hund of Jehoabaæ his Father by 
War, z times did be beat him and recovered the Cities of Iſrae!. 
In the ſecond Year of this Jo2/h King of ' Ifae!, Amaziah 
the Son of Fooſh King of Judah becomes” the Viceroy, 
« 2 Chron. cbap. 14 1 (for his Father «Joh Reigned 40 Years in 
24.1. eee ſecond of Jogſb King of Iſrael was but in the 
397 of ir) he Reigns 29 years. Verſe 2. Joaſh Reign'd dver 1/r ae! 
= 32 0 f e AMES g | | I 4 of 
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13 of them, and his Son Jeroboum the. reſt, and yet Azorigh ſuc- 
ceeds Amagiah in the 27th. of Jeroboam, chap. 1 f. 1. i. e. Jeroboum 
Reign'd with his Father; unleſs we can ſuppoſe an Intertegnum 
before Agariah was fixed in his Father's Throne; of which there is 
no appearance, fince f 4 the People f. Judah took. Azariah and 78 Kings 
made him King inftead of bis Father at 16 years old. And if it be“ 
ſuppoſed that this being a State of Migoricy, his Reign might 
nat poſſibly be dated from it till he afterwards took the 'Govern- 
ment into his own hands: Neither will this do; for 4 or-5 years. 
more will not come near the 27th. of Jeroboam, if we do not fup- _ 
poſe the date of Jeroboam's Reign to begin in his Fathers lite 
7). 8 oh 20 ee 
In moſt of which caſes the difficulties of the place not other- 
wiſe folvable, and the common practice of thoſe times are ſuffiei- 
ent intimations of the commencing of a Sons Reign before his Fa- 
ther's death. And for what our Author ſayßs, That we ought 
not upon every difficulty to admit of double Commentements of 
Reigns, unleſs we find ſome Footfteps of het in the Hiftories 
or Prophefies of thoſe times ; which Rule he ſays ſhall be pun- 
« rally obſery*d by him in the following Chronology a Jet he 
tells us, Page 93. Thar his Chronology obliges him to place the 
beginning of Hezekrab's Reign before the death of his Father 4. 
_ © haz, even where We have no partieular intimation thereof in 
the Sacred Hiſtory, - And that chis is the only inſtance wherein f 


his whole Chronology allows of it, 1. e. wen it will ſerve his 

© © turn, he will make bold with his Rule, and then it was never 

put one time good Reader. © But 1 this one time? Pecauſe the 
time which Ahaz ſurvived was ſo ſmall (being but. & pantof | 
© one Year) as to afford very little 6ccafiomfor any Hiſtorical Re · 

e lations- Now whether there was any occaſion or not for Hiſto- 

Meal * this will not alter the beginning or eüd of a 


Tical 
Mays xeigh,” which is an Hiſtorical Relation» it fel f. Beſides it 
Was abo tea year; for 2 Kings 16. 2. Twenty years old mai Abaz 
10 He began to Reign, and he Reigned 16 yeats in Jeruſalem. 
chap. 17. 1. In the 12th. yeur of Abaz began-Hoſhea to Reign in 
Samarid; (for it was fo long before he was ſetled after the 
Slaughter of Pe&ab) chap. 18. 1. Noro it came 18 paſs in the tend 
| Yea of Haſbra, Hezektiah began to Reign, the Son ef Abus Kong: 
5 ben This third year then of Hoſhea when Hege hiab began 

to Reign fell in the 1575. of — 16 yeurs, and 
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 .conſequently it muſt be above a year before the death of Ahaz. _ 


ſhea the Son of 


PP 


Which makes me think that this Man has forgot his Valgar A- 


rithmetick. However this Inſtance is another Confirmation | of 
what is before me. „ Is 


The 11h. 118 infers from 2 Kings 15. 30. And Ho- 

lab, made a Conſpiracy againſt Pe&ah the Son of 
Remaliah, and ſmote hiq; and flew him, and Reign'd in his ſtead 
in the 20th. year of Fotham the Son of Lagiab: That this was 


in the 4th. of 4Abaz; for Jot ham himſelf Reign'd but x6 Years 


ein all, as appears 3 Verſes afterwards. But becauſe there had 


© been yet no mention: made. of Ahaz's Reign, therefore the old 


. * Epocha of his Predeceſſor Fotham is ſtill made uſe of. What 


Scandalous Chronology is this, to date it from ſuch a year of a 


' Kings. Reign who was confeſſedly dead about 4 years before! But 


I have given ſo clear an account of this Inſtance under the laſt 


_ © » Propoſition before I ſo much as ſaw this Paſſage, that I need not 
| * * Ea: — 


Fudah, againſt which thou ng 


add any thing more about it. 


Solution happen d: It being by Pro 


Food by-Books the number of the years whereof the word of the Lord 


The 13th. Propoſition dates the famous 70 years "IR 17 
the Fers from the beginning of the Reign of Nebuchedneag 


King of Babylon in the 470. year of Fehoiakim King of Fudwh. 
And this Author adds, That the Correſpondence. is exact from 


« this Captivity to the beginning of Ra oa. when its 
emy's Canon compared with 

Zenopbon Juſt the ſpace of 70 years. I am ſure we read, Zech. 
I. 12. That the Angel of the Lord ſaid, O Lord of Hoſts, how 
long wilt thou not have mercy on 2 and on the Cities of 
bad indignation. Nau d ya dj 

this 7oth. year, i. e. this is in the 7erb. year fince. And the 
Lord anſwered good words, and comfortable, as there follow, for 
their Reſtauration, and that God was now return d to Feruſalem 
with Mercies, Now this was in the ſecond year of Darius, verſe 
7. who confirm'd and put Cyrus's Decree for the cus Reduction 
into Execution; and from the raking of Feru/a/em under Zede. 
.chias was juſt 70 years as our Author confeſſes. Accordingly, 


- Zech. 7. i. They enquired in the 4th. year of Darius whether they 
ſhould yet faſt and mourn in the 5). Month, as they had done 
'theſe ſo many years, verſe 3. even 70 years, verſe 5. Which 


now were lately paſt, and better times began. This agrees with 
Den. 9. 2. In the firſt year of the Reign of Darius, I Daniel under. 


Ea9e 


\ . 
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© Of His CHRONOLOGY, "oy 
came to Jeremiah the Prophet, that be would comply 70 years — 
in the Deſolation of Feruſalem. It ſeems Daniel who was in 
the firſt Captivity did find the 70 years ſhould be now near an 
end, and upon his Prayer an Angel was ſent with good ti- 
dings about it: Upon which Angels Propheſie, our g Author, p,,. 
himſelf premiſes, © That the 70 years of , Captivity were then 199. 
upon the concluſion, at the end of which Term tlie, Fews were 
to be reſtored to their own Land; to which determinare Pe. 
© riod in the divine Council the Angel alludes. It is ſaid in- 
deed, 2 Kings 24. 3. Upon Feboiakim's Rebellion, and the 
coming up of the Cha/dees againſt him, Surely at the Commandment . 
of the Lord came this upon Fudah to remove them out of bis fight. 
Not that this was already done (as our Author fuppofes) but 
the ſacred Hiſtorian remarks that the coming up of thoſe Ene- 
mies was certainly in order to it, and the beginning of thoſe | | 
Sorrows which did not leave them till their final Captivity,” - 
The Prophet Feremy alſo proclaims theſe 70 years Servi. 
tude to the King of Babylon in the 4th. year of Febotakim, 
Fer. 25. 1. And it was very near coming upon them; but he 
does not ſay, it muſt begin in that very year. And whereas 
this Author affirms, © That the 70 years may have feveral Be- 
ginnings and Endings according to the ſeveral Captivities, tho 
= rincipal of them was Prophefied of by Feremy, and be- 
gan and ended then. This is not only new, as he calls ir, 
but very whimſical to think that the Scripture fpeaks of ſeveral 
70 years Captivities, or that the Prophet Feremy ſhould Prophe- 
fie of any other than what Zechariah and Daniel mention from „ 
him of the Deſolations of Jeruſalem, and the Cities of Zudab, 
which (in their ſenſe) commenced from the utter ruin of the 
Jeuiſb Policy and continuance in the Holy Land. Apd this 


eſolation under Zedekiah is expreſſy ſaid, 2 Chr. 36. 21. To 
14 the word of the Lord by the Mouth of Feremiab, until the 
d had enjoyed her Sabbat hs; for as long as yo tay 79 ſbe- 
kept» Sabbath, to fulfil 70 years. But the Land could not pro _ 
3 perly be ſaid to lie deſolate while it was inhabited by the Kings # 
þ and People according to their old Laws and Government. This 
3 utter deſtruction of the Ferw/h Nation under Zedekrab;. is allo. 
foretold by Ezekiel in the 57h. year of JePorachir's Captivity . 
1 chap. 1. 2. (long after the 42h. of Jehoiatim) in ſuch: Expreſhi- 
= ons thro' the enen, and particularly chap. 7. 23. 
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where the Land is fatd'yo be ful! 
full of Violence, as ſhew the main 
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Obſeryations, Corollaric fi 
are come to his Lemma: me ſort of Men who wo! 
vent off their bad Ware by giving it hard Names. Theſe Lem 
mata he ſays, are preparatory, Propoficions, which falling with- 
in the 15th. main Propofition,, we may call em feſſer Propofiti- 
ons, or Lemmata within one great Lemma. But they Whit 
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be Jll of ny ee and th ip 
full 6 t Body of the People were then 
telery'd under the Type of a Chain for their miſerable Capri- 


rs, Hyporheſes,'or | 
cholia, and now we 


oo 


N #88 7 
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$, . Propoſitions, Scholſa, and now” 


chiefiy grounded upon what has been already confuted, make the 


P ropaſit ion ; to which. he lays, h 


2E. D. ſo often repeated the more unneceſſar . 
I paſs on therefore. to the Chineſe Chronology in the 1675. 


e muſt premiſe ſome more 
Lemmata; which may intimate to, us ſome dark Traditions 
the mene poſſibly have from the ancient account of Maß 
and the Flood delivered by. Moſes,” which they applied to the 
Founder of their N as moſt Nations in after times 
were willing to be Deſcendants from the ancient Trojans. But 


no ways make it probable that their King Tobi (if there was auß 
ſuch) was the ſame with Noah. For this Fob; in their own Chro- 


* 


nology liv'd but 115 years, Whereas u all the days of Noah were 
950. Neither is it at all probable (what our Authot 'fuppoſerh * 
gratis merely to accomodate the Hiftory to this Fobz) that Noab 

thould live 235 years after the Deluge upon the higher Regions 
of Caucaſus on which the Ark reſted, and not deſcen IN 
the Plains where his Poſterity are ſuppoſed to be already planted 
before him. Or, why ſhould he and his Poſterity be ſuppoſed, 
(for thèy are but Suppoſitions at beſt) to deſcend on that fide the 
Mountain towards China, when we are told, Gen. 11. 1. That 
the whole Earth (or all People) were of one Language, and of 
one Speech; and they journied from rhe: Eaft. and found a. Plain 


in the Land of Shinar (directly Weft on this fide thaſe great Hills 


B Os and there they built the Tower of Babel; where 
Dr. Rauwolf ſays, he faw the remains of it, and that it is half a 


League in Diameter, but ſo mightily ruin d and low, and ſo 


full of Vermin that have bored holes thro' ir, that one may nor 
come near.it within half a Mile, but only in two Months in the 
Winter when they come not out of their holes. After which 'tis 
1 FS. «Ip {aid 
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* 


+ 


* 
* 
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was in any Age of the 

after David how long Rings do "Rei w; Bu aa e and 
laſt Pro opofit ion he pterends | to tell de fre eſeng nuttbers © 7 
kind upon Earth, which he Tay a 7 Hy Which 


| fe ince the c ä I am * he is gone as far in that part of the 
| Mau- 


pit. 00 85 edu sen. 
Nich Gen. 11. 8. The Lord fearter'd ibm from hinge pon the 


Jace of all the Earth. \ And for any exact agreement of this Hi- 
ftory with the Hebrew Chronolegy whith\ dur Author ſpeaks of, 


1 fee nothing atall Hke it, not only in the Father but I chte PG. 
ſterity. For this Author Himfelf 5 „that Sem and aN 
alone in the Seriprure accounts; liv! as Tong 28 9! or 10 of the 
immediate Succeſſors of Fvb7, Neither will it make the age of 


| _ theſe firſt Succeſſots to Fohi ſuitahle to thoſe times of the orld, 


ſhould we grant (what we cannot proc) that the firſt Family G 


their ancient Kings were 2 Succeſſive hut Collateral-inia dif- 


No#b, tho” there was a Leader of the'feve al Colonies; and after 


his death ſome Prerogative miglit be given tô kim wo derived 5 


his Pedigree neareft from the fifſt Founder of that Plantation. a0. 
cording to ſomewhat which Thrcydider tells us; yet by reafon 


of their Poverty and Difperſednefs. 82 Plantation did not in- 
nt 


corporate into one civil Goyernment! but after they had con- 
_ their Neceſſities, and the Ground: affording them enough 
—.— they fell to traffick and grew rleh, ànd with their Be. 


foo an . as LotdFoyer the poorer,” and fell into petit 
Noyalties: 


hence we read of ſuch a multitude of Kings in 
the "final! Territory of Canaan. But as this Man has managed 
the Propo ſition, it is ſuch a: Complication f Inconſitrncies;. — Non 
ſenſe a ah Abſurtities about this Tobi, V Vine, Chim um, Xin 
— 5 loan ti, Xao bao, Chuen bio; Fe. : That 1 1 fe he Mis | more 
need of Phyſick than to be diſputed" with. And tat which con 
firms me in this Opinion is not only Whar hd adds here contern: 
ing the Reigns 44 Kings after the Days of David that they were 
penerally of the fa 


orld any Rule o er fade dee 


any onè would think that he js not only 355 his? ſubjeck, but 


baſides bimſelf. I never before took t Mam to he a Conjurey, 


but if he can tell all the Births and Burials all the Warld over 


Kere ſeven Province t thols of ſore of theſt firſt Emperors and that 

the fecond and third Families began about the ſame time. Tho 
L can be ſure. that there was no ſucceffive'Monarehical- Govern- 
ment continued in thoſe times. For "the'difperſion-- after 


25 lengeh as at this day; © when theres never 


i Page 74. 


* 


k Gen. 38. 
„ 


* * 


> Boo Be SEA , 


 Mathematicks; the knowledge of Numbers, as any I know ; and it > 
is the fateft and only place in his whole Book to have, inſerted 
what be fays in bis Epiſtle Dedicatory.” So I think I have done 


— 
” 


that which has not hitherto. been thought poſſible. And if 


this were true, inſtead of the Honourable Employment which he 
ſays he has, he deſerves to be Supraviſor of the Polls, and might 
ſave the publick Charges of een Regen, e 
We have nothing now obſervable till Page 84. unleſs his per- 
vert ing i Fudab's ſenſe in refuſing to marry Selah his Son to Ta. 
mar his Daughter in law, which it is plain was (as ſheſuſpefted) 
that he was afraid of ever venturing his Son with her, havi 
loſt two already: Fer he fart, 11 1 be die alſo 
as bis Brethren did. Of the occaſion of whoſe death it does not 


"appear that he knew any thing, much leſs that a more grown / 


Age would prevent that in the next which the preſent Judg- 
ments of God could not. But in this place we are come to, he 
ſays, © The Foundation of the Temple was laid in the 4th. year 
Jof Solomon, and he Reign'd in all 40 years, and was immediately 
© Tucceeded by his Son Reboboam : So that if we deduct 3 years 


© anda part of the 42h. from 40, we have 36 years and ſome odd 


Months from this Foundation to the beginning of the Reign of 


© Rehohoom. But how many odd Months here or in other pa- 


© rallel caſes are to be allow'd, is not generally taken notice of 
* exptelly in Scripture. And therefore he otherways colletts that 
© this Interval was 36 Years and 5 Months. Now the Text he 


| had before him was the Subject of his 9b. Propoſition, with a 


6.1. Which plainly ſays, 


ſtri& Caution not to alter it. This Text he refers to is 1 Kinge 


. 4th. year of Solomon's Reign . 
ver-If#ael inthe Month Zif, "which is the ſecond Month, be began 
to build the Houſe of the Lord: And 2 Chr. 3. 2. This was in 
the ſecond depo the ſecond Month; which conſiſting of 29 Days, 
the Interval * 

oth the Au 


thor. Nor can this be evaded by ſaying. that 


cis ſecond Month Zif was of their facred Neat, and not of 


Solomon's Ron, 


wn the . Hebrew Text expreſiy fays of ie 
mW noh. 120 | 


n wer. This is the ſecond _ 


Month of 8 Reign over 1/7ae/, and fo the Chaldee Para- 
_ Phraſe, and 70 beſides the Verſions of Symmachus and Pag- 


Ag. 
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36 Years, 10 Months, 27 Days, 2. E. D. 
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| 14-'S: That 47 fon ar the 
Kingdom was confirm'd in his hand, be flew bis roam > Oe 
bad ſlain the Ting bis Father. Which I thought meant only (by WE 
being confirm'd in his hand). that the Buſtles and Troubleſome — 
Times were over, and he was now peaceably ſetled in his fa. 
'  ther's Throne. As it is ſaid of King Solomon after the Rebellion ht 
of his Brother Adonijah, that he ſtrengthned himſelf, or was 
ſtrengthned in his Kingdom. And Feboram when he was ſet 
upon the Throne of his Father, he ſtrengthned himſelf and flew 
all his Brethren with the Sword, who it ſeems were in oppoſiti- 
on to him. And therefore the Father J7ebaſbaphat is ſaid to give 
_ themfenced Cities, &c. but the Kingdom to Fehoram, becauſe 
he was the Firſt born, 2 Chr. 21. 3. Implying that there was 
ſome Conteſt among them, or at. leaſt chachad it not been for 


his Birthright they ſhould have had the Kingdom before him. E 
In all which Inſtances our! Author boys, © The words ( confirm d! Page $0. 
4B ee mean that the Perſon was inaugurated again | 
into his Kingdom, and ſo is a Foundation for a ſecond Com- "A 
mencement of each of their Reigns after their Father's death, 
which they had begun before. Whereas, why may not confirm'd 
and ſtrengthn'd, refer to former Difficulties and Oppoſitions. 

Or, what double Commencement of Reign, ſo as to make a ; 
different Epocha in Scripture,zor.new. Inauguration had Salomon. f 
In the caſe of Hezekiah who was born when his Father was 
ſcarce 11 years old, he inſtanceth for Explication only in Maba. 
met who married one of his Wives when ſhe was but 6 years Tee 93+ - 


 _ -ol,, and bedded her in 2 afterwards; which he ſays m'is a more 0 
unuſual Inſtance of an eaxly fitneſs for Procreation than the for- 
mer. Now if Mahumet had been but of that age then, he would 
have been more applicable in the caſe before us. For our Ca- i 
non: law ſuppoſes Men to be of later Maturity than Women zu Jus Ce 
= Legitimus conſenſus femine in matrimonium in 1 250. anno ſpe- ie I. 2 
Catur, viri in 14% Pubertas vers ex babitu corporis 8 5 W 
I generare poſfint, licet minores 12. & 14 anmis fint, Q conjunge - 
-poſſint in matrimonio, malitia Ætatem ſupplez.. ee v 
Scaliger teſtifies in Civitate Lactoratenſi Novem-populani puerum 
anno 12 minorem genuiſſe ex puelld anno 10. minori. Or if our 
Author had alledg'd, that this young Wife had any Children 


the Indies Gizls one aße mairied at 8 org years ole and have | 
-- ufually Children at 10 in thoſe Eſtern Countries; but to {a 


J . 


„war de Yedded att 
A of that Impoftor. Ir er 
Fen nr Cry goes wr 
nuficem 7 i ad Vital. Pre : 
Der e 9 ts 6 feats ol 1% ad. bis Norſe big 
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piyes' us x" fitter, Inſtande, 
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Tust ne he Dn ROY'S e obſer e Orter of Time 


fr 8 5288 of the Actions of our 'Saviour's Life from 
& "js Buch ts ds den is not at all Ro, hot ibn 
Write Occafibnal M. many Paſſages relating to him, 
Which began 2 'or ended latet than that part of Aj Evan- 
iter el oduced. Of thi is ſort our Au. 
RG age es elation in the Goſpels concernin 


. 99. 


92 Bie ud dag Hat E TH icon the Diſcourſe 
| ng Out Deyffs by BerTe rh in his 86 Chaprer! us 
"ie he motos Another of the lame nature in his 1170 


cu not deſcribe 


e he Sea that were Tome time that day afterwards. And 
has the confdenck to f * That he has in his Harmony venturd 

__ *b<chang Oe the Hiſtory which the Erangait truly - 
> rage Arid Origiwally & intended. Thus" the © Story of | Fudab's Marti- 


100. "ape; Ng it is told immediately after the felling of Foſeph to the. 
eden ze. 1. Midramtes 3 yet was really connected with Jacob's return to C. 


1 ch I ken. his 20 years Service to Laban the Syrian, according to 


- N UDer 1 e DARE. to” 5 David took 
Chap. 10, Jed bee Niſtine and brough * Pd eruſalem;,' but he 
. Pmut his Armout in his Tent.” And then nff 120 Writer" be · 


aul Tam Davids {go forth againſt the Philiſtine, he faid unto Ab- 


Urn, Rt. Now this demonſtrates what his firft Propoſition does. 
"16 1 70 {ow, That the Goſpels both might and did -confilt 6f Oe. 


01d ae ha, MIO odieal Annals 


FP NK 
4 + 4 7 
33 + 


e nals ſub complexu 


With 2135 of 1 his Sort 8 hy 1 8 W 1555 8 


riſt's Mother and erben 
„but adds it after the other Difſcour- 


Y 82 Faflage thathappen'd before the Pete, er. 55. When 


5 yil:he 5 


2 


CMO-N 
© Thar the ver Rea bs 


"a E:cond Pro Pola tion pi tend *y : 
of St. Matthew's Hiſtory from the 


. " 9 CORE ENF TIO ITY 3 ON 4644 * ” * 
* * 7 > 4 * * R : 
. * [a 4 


4th. Chapter to the agth,e Tac. > 


* „ (which he calls 13 Chapters) not being very Methodieal in 10. 11. 


point of Time, are miſplac d and out of 99 thro” thoſe wo 
bk did not perfeftly know, the true Series of the Hiſtory, and ſo 
put the Fan Fans: or Periodsvf this former part of St. Mat- 
5s! thewsGoſpel' con ly together, which were written at firſt 
„ ſepararely and aiſtinQtly. hich he ſays,:-is certainly true of 
4 4 many ear os d Teſtament 2 and Propheſies. 
And e 70 ing attempt takes t. thews Goſpel . into 
pieces to reſtore their diſordered 3 to their 25 len 
Firſt, leſt us ſee theſe diſorder d places. The Sermon by 
ie Mount, he ſays follows in St. Matthews immediatel —4 
© firſt public 8 in Galilee : Wbereas St. Luke 
dus that it was not till ll after the EleQtion of the Apoſtles: prong 
1 year after Son =>, ublick: Preaching: . Now in; St. Matthew this 
1 Sermon follows tis Election of the Apoſt! es; and that this was 
- good while after his firſt publick Pack n Galilee, St. Mat. 
 thew plainly ſhews us. For (touſe our Au hos ney follm owing 
words) I the vaſt ſucceſs of — — Preachi 
Fame thro all the Neighbouring Counts mention d . 
Sermon in St. ther, 2a Aare goed Evidence; that a confide- 
ring muſthave : the, of his Publick 
niſtry before this ee ermon was Pfrachd 
ara 'E' St, Mailhew wiites, Te went up into 4 Modan 
and = pohly et, his e ANY ale bg Sage 
them. "Whereas St. Fake Hays, he tame 
£ . a food/on the Plain, heal'd - 1 
pre paßt Sermon. "Thar 1 


1 

ef 
+: 

K 


. 
5 


e chars Hors laced > 0 1 
1 1 to the Ger gaſent follows TIO the l aling * 
Peters Wives Mather: Whereas it appears by che other E. 
——— —— — : Whence , 


by. him. 


Of F HARMONY. 1 


* Her 40 4 Yate, And when the Sin 4905 Jetting bel ended 
_ Their Sabbath, the) 2y brought their d iſegfrd, It it being held unlawful 
to heal while the Sabbath laſted: Again, Lu uke 7. 1. He entred 
ib Capernaum, and a certain Centurions. Ser. vant, was fick und 
ready to die. Both theſe Stories St. Marthe relates in his 87. 
Cha pier, berzuſe done in one place, and of a like nature: : And 
'adus Jeſus's giving command to depart thence to the N de le | 
which St. Luke S. 22. mentions as done there long after 
aid Inſtances. Which is a clear proof. both that the Verſes in St. 
5 Minthew ate not miſplaced, an 1 chat this LS did not 
„„ . | nfs Woke dical Annals. | 
| 3. The hea! ing .of rw ETAL > IN 9. 2 a in- 
1 | dee after the Voyage to the Gargg/ens, where i it is placed: But 
= | A does St. e ſay ſo. But ſpeaking of our Saviours com- 
| g then to his own City mentions à Miracle that had been done 
e And behold, are only the ordinary zinning of a new 
$05 15 7 . the Ster). ere rem denotat, aun tempus, 
f Poli Sy- lait . 117 ä 
mn, , The cure of Fairur s Daughter — 19 flows the 
«7. 8. a. K Viſcourle ; at Lev7's Feaſt; nu durs f-, 1 Was ſpea- 


ll Es © & behald a_Rul &c. Which he gays, is an undeniable: 
1 Take! Gef bi cations ible to be, <4 cn ant; 
E poets As, Las che 


6 1 5 Fas t t 
# cauſe of tb e dice b rom the other Evange- 
© liſts. Put he nee Ly Ry be” for abe Diſcourſe at 


05s Fealt mas ene Ver. 13. Then came: 0 n 
Diligls of Fobn, ,,1 Wein 4 2 elation,z the u then) in 
Foe: | red Note of Tra | 


to che fa X 
ooint e 2 


1 0 ack eee in che 
Deut. 10.8. ture, and includes a great ſpace of time, as — — 
Se 20. 5 of the ee in in the Margin of chat and 4e 1 ne 
hr ee in the Old and New Teſtament. .Nayy in- 
a 32s f dee t Rems to be little more than a Particle of Tranſition, 555 
of: 


5 The 38. 1. common way of — and * a new Branch 
 Matth.3,t. | = ant. 


_—_— 


* 5 * 4 4 
- 3 
3 
2 8 


Of the' HARMHMO WES - 


+ ah Uiftory, aft like t the £ng/1/3 Particle Now,” 
as it is uſeck at this day - Which tho? at firſt Te”; Mr ans; * oft obſerue- 


illa } 777 determi- 


« 'migh hcinfer dne in point of time wich 2 aliqud #emporis notations 
0 3 went before, yet now tis Pre it Is fre. \fedecies in Verers (& Novo Te- 
„ ueutly no more 575 4 Particle of Tranfition Bente — pofirgm, Uſſer. 
a 0 introduce anew ben after we dave made ef . 8 
Inſtruction at ifnion © 1 15/0 ale Gb 10 
1. We A ppg of Fairut's Da pa as, Rib. they. 
do in St. 255 But lich 185 Author, og ſecchd let za 2; 
oh "nes to Nazareth at the end of Marth, b: 3: 8 to be interpoſ and 
7 betwixt theſe 2 Periods. I anſwer, t is not 0 interpoſed 
in St. Lute, jo ir be in St. Marl. Which is x, clear demonſtra- 
tion that. the vangzelitts d Hot rie rhetſelves in etr Nartation 
of things to an exict order of Time, Contrary to the Third- 
Pro er. But this Villen, Aich bes vught not to come in 
« rifl juſt defore the 147h. 111 and o on all accounts this 
-<« Hiffory is certainly Da I Rope n 5 for if it putt fol- 
- low the Aacond Journey to Nazareth 74 y with St. Mark,- 
93 | differ from St. Lułe who has Ane che the, TA" 
Fair gs Daughter) many Chapters 1 71 them, 77 
Thee Anftwers a . ge to the next ere lied 
That the Meſlage o e Baptiſt did not ſucceed.as in 
St. Matt bet, but Lok The" en of che Apoſtles: As. 
« alſo did the plucking the Ears of ibo St. Marthas t6 
em after, and the, latter with this otation, at that tiche, 
that the Rex 19 5 the blind and mh not preciſely Toller 
< that plucking r Com, tho it is introdhced with vers, then was 
- © broyght unto g Him one polEl&'d with 2 'Devil blind and dumb z: 
(tho e tion org: falſe in dar of fact FA ic being being 10 tiot. | 
told as pr owing it, for many paſſa of di eren 17 3 TE 
ee jon d etwixt them) and alſo. that K St. Matt he ny 5 
And bebold a Leper came and worſhipped fim; which tho' it 
not happen immediately upon the Ae from the Mount, 7 
St. Matthew could not have placed this Story bettef, . For he 134 
told us, <hap.. 4. 23, That Jeſus went about all. Galilee, Preach: | 
ing the. Goſpet of. tbe Kingdom, ard healing all manner of Y Sick efs ;- 
and; having, now, -Sniſhed His s Sermons amongſt. them, 11 1 
with his healing Diſeaſes; and this'was the firſt in that Gaar? 
Journey. And no wonder that be” to tell of the Centu - 
| .G 2 | rions 


> | 


lions Servant, and the curing Peter's Wive's Mother at Caperna. 
una City of Galilee in the ſame Chapter (of whom 59 77 
And tperèfore it is not only of no moment, but mean 45 to al- 
l ledge that St. Peter upon his firſt Election before the Sermon on 
- the Mount, had a Houſe, butafterwards none to teceive our Sa- 
viour in, becauſe he had left all and followed Chriſt. As if lea- 
ving a Man's Houſe then to follow our Saviour was to void his. 
Propriety in it: When St. Luke 5: 28, 29. ſays, Levi left all, 
all, roſe up and followed him, and yer in the very next words, 
- That he made our Saviour a great Feaſt in his own Houſe after- 
wards. St. Matthew does alfo mention here while Chriſt is in 
SGalilee, two Men there that would have followed him, | 
whom St. Luke 8 afterwards. And laſtly, Chriſt's ſe- 
cond coming to Nazareth een Kt befdre the death of 
John the Baptiſt, which our Author ſays is miſplaced, for the 
> Miſſion of the 12 ought to have come between them. Then I 
fear, St. Lyke will be thought miſplaced; for he has beſides the 
Miſſion inſerted abundance of Miracles and Hiſtorical Paſſages. - 
from chap. 4. 30. to chap. 9. Which St. Mark relates in other 
places, but not one of them here. 
Allowing therefore that St. Mazthew in ſome part of his Goſ: 
1 did not follow the exact order of titpe, bur wrote only Occa- 
onal Memoirs as the Subje& Matter led him; I ſee no cauſe to 
complain of any Confufion, ox one difordered Section, but that 
It was a.confiſtent regular defign of the Sacred Hiſtorian z eſpe- 
cially when the following Evangeliſts both in this and in other 
Caſes have ſupplied what the former omitted. Neither is it at 
all certain (what he ſays) that they wrote in thoſe times (much 
| leſs under the Old Teſtament Diſpenſation) in diſtin Sheers ſe- 
WE. parardly, but rather upon an entire Volume which they rolled up, 
2s we ſee the Pentateuch done in . Synagogues, and 
_ | might not be 5 a7 being miſplaced. However if St. 
Matthew did at firſt write upon ſeveraFdiftin& Papers (or what. 
ever they were written upon) it is no ways likely that he weuld 
leave them ſeparate, ſo as n to a Diſlocatien by a Tran. 
ſcriber; or that ſuch a diſlocation mould not ſbon be taken no- 
tice of in all the Churches, and corrected by the Original, which 
is ſuppoſed to be kept many Centuries after; ox. that this ſhould? 
ne vet be objected by the Adverſaries of the Chriſtian Religion: 


N 


IS «+ — 


5 Aces 


lef: 

Ipel ot St. Mat! "==" os 
which iSt. Jerome ſays was written Syro Sermone fed Hebraicis * 7 
Eterinone e,, Bowes Hon 5 indeed that 5.09. 
Pantenus brought the Original Goſpelof St. Martbew-with him Pelag.- 

w had left there among. 

Preſerv'd in the Library of &4- - 


red inthe Aae her tongue to de Auditory, : The Mornings bes. 
ing ſpent in their Synagogues in Prayers, Reading of the Law 8 


Fame Language with the reſt of the New Te 


dy B. e 0 V. 


8 40 Sermons of Exhortotion. Hence the 8 diftinguiſherh 
between the different Gifts of Teaching and Exhortation in the 
Church. Now why thould we think that St. Marrheto would 
write in 4 Language that needed ati Interpreter 40 the People? 

In ſhort, St. Harrhew's Goſpel- which we Ante in Gere has N 
AER of an Original; tranſtates like an Author the Syrise Er. 
frons {which in the "New Teſtament Dialeck ate called He. 
rw, becauſe of their nearneſs toit more than theCdabder) in all © 
the Quotations makes uſe of the Grech Bible; is written in the 


being nem 


become the molt general by the Vitortes of | AleFmider, tho 


{ome part is directed to the Tebrews and Romans; has been: 1e 


.- ceived into the Sacred Canon by all the Chriſtian Churches from 


tlie very firft, as we now ave e it, without any Exception; A 
the Quotations of the-Farh -were actording to it ; and g 
_at& St. Ferome corrected their pics by it. But now an 
furt cotnès and ſays, They well mil aken, St. GCE 
pet is very muck miſplaced, fuſed, and irregular, and, hell 
undertake to put it better together again. 1 am fure he Had 
more need to ſtudy more what he profeſſes, than in theſe times 
how -to find faults in the Sacred Books of the Old and New Te. 
ſtament, and to new place the Verſes of ſeveral Chapte con- 
' trary 28 he owns to the x Notes of time as they now he. 
The third, Propoſition ſays, The four Fa lifts even b.. . 
Matthew now he is reſtöred to his firſt deſigned Method) do all 
exactly obſerve the Order of Time thro their whole Hiſtories” 
In anſwer to which I ſhall not inſiſt on thoſe ſeveral Parables, 
and confiderable Parts of our Saviour's Sermons which one Evan | 
geht ſets down before, and others verbatim after ſome remar- 
Kkable Ferlod; becauſe out Author alledges that where the fam 
Occaſions offer d themſelves, - Chriſt generally uſed: the ſame 
Conduct, and Mapagement both as 40 his Words and Actions. 
By which he thinks he fis ſafe againſt all particular Proofs to the 
EK ay; for it is but ay ing, the o things were faid or done twieeo- 
Neither thalll need afver * has been ſaid,” 4 Le 


Hiſtory, I {hall 'compate e e "Char prers o (each with ba 
which this ene has lately concern'd me. i L 


n eee 1. 417 211 Vs " There 


kata bas : 


0 hw HARMO 1 os 
| © Pins then his Brethien 291 bis Mother, and. Mark: . T4 


ſtanding without ſent unto him. 
Behold. there went ont a ſower to ow. — 
The ſame day when the Even was come, 12 Fillet the 
Tempeſt at t'Sea after he was amgkened.. | 


4. ; £ ; IP 


He healeth Fairus's Daughter. . ee en 
He 18 OR of. 1 1 —.—.— ——— 6.1, 2. 
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- went out to e nie! . — — 1. 8. ; 5 
Then came to him his Nader ol Brethren, and. a 


not come at him for Fn Se e | 8. 19. 


He e of his Try en — 22 — 16. 


le healeth Daughter. eee 1b.g7 
4 1 — —ä—łͤ—d — —— ” " 
Fair : + : $f — ; a 8 , 4 » % «4 . ; F * * * 2 85 * 
' The Midion of übe Add | — 


Ihe can fay that helf two. 4 MLT” Wb U on, 7 0 "Y 


ard told n * 5 order of time, 4 5 not $0 be 
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pars From Sun ſetti Sun. filing, 
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ven unto Even ili all | Je 
there ſeems 


me writes. Proma, 
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"To Hs HARMONT. 

"IF maß to 6. För bur Saviour 58, John 11. 9 
12 bowrs in be day? Neither can this ade by ſv 

- .ythat they lengthned and ſhortned thelr-HIburs according to the 

| E whick yet no ways appears) 


zTimes of Summer and Winter 
4 Clock in the Morning was about 3 Hours before the Fewiſh 


The 5th. Propoſition adds, Thar St. John writing his 
2 after th e deſtruction of Feruſalen, and at Bpheſais a Place far 
remote from Fades, | and under the Roman Government, uſes 
qr, or Julian beginning of the day in his Goſpel. Here | 
4 this Man, How then the other Evangeliſts where- 
© ever theß were, ſpeaking of things done among the Zewe, came 


Honts of the Accounts of both fides muſt be fix d and 18 
ofpel 


to write all of them in the Fei; Diaet? Not only St. Mar. 


' thew who was then at eraſulem, according” to St. Ferom-and 
Epiphanius; but St. Mark who was then At. Rome with; St. Pe. 

1 Lac. Cr, asall the Ancients affirm, particularly ns Erna, 
2 2c xs. St. Clement cited by St. Ferome, u Tertullian, hius, St. Je. 
w Ten. I. rome, &c. Only Fenæus ſays, His Goſpel was written there af- 
3. 8 der St. Peter's death. and St. Lyke who wrote” His Goſpel tra- 
4. conty, velling with gt. Paulin Achaia,- and Bæotid as St Feront ob- 
 Harcion, ſerves. And yet St. Jahr alone muſt wiite their Affairs in ſuch 
Days and Hours as were not uſed them? Neither will 


it . the e to ſay, That he wrote after the "Feiſs Poli. 


2 oy'd : For his Writings relate er eee, es 2 


1 5 they were deſtroy d. And fot his: 
every Writeris to be ſuppoſed to uſt the Stile, Year, ar 
tion of the Age and Nation in which he lives 5 
Fett St. Mark,and St. Lake, as St. John ; which yet 

| * 2 455 e Yar or 
Aſia where St. 5 or if 
* dect under the dere (a6 1 Igels 


 Govertment. Aud the it Was ances old htm rhe be 7 5 
Fimall Skill in i homeret. A 
| 2 gat Beotia where St. e Was ent | 


2 gr hes en Seer 
fon” For wen out Saviour about” 9 
Wen the Day of th Reſurreftion or a 


N Pw : ; we 15 0 3 Rey”; n * dd) 25 
L — TY f 5 
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. . not SY 
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'Tfor he adds in che next Page, That the Roman fixth or 6 4 
3d. Hour, r 9 a Clock wich the Romans.” And then the 


ir op Of Hi, HARMONY. Ber 1. 
Hour of the Zeros ſecond Day of the Week appeared to his Di. | 
© ciples, heexpreſly calls it ſtill the firſt day of the Week. John | 
* 20. 19. The ſame Day at Evening, being the firſt Day of rhe 
Week. Now look here, St. Jobn does not ſay one word what 
Hour, much leſs that it was about 9 or 10 at Night, but only 
that it was at Evening. Beſides, how comes 9 or 10 a Clock at 
Night on a Lord's Day in the Rowen Account to be about the 
3d. or 41h. Hour of the eus ſecond Day of the Week? When 
he had but Juſt rold us, hat the Fews begin their Day EL Sun- 
rifing, and not at Sun - ſetting. Riſum tencati Amici? Bur 
© in the very firſt Chapter of this Goſpel two of the Baptiſis 
© Diſciples abode with Chriſt a conſiderable part of a Day after 
the 107th. Hour, or 10 2 Clock; and after the ſame time An- 
* drew ſeeks and finds his Brother Simon and brings him to our 
Saviour. This is a certain proof againſt him that it could not 
be the Roman Day, which would be too late after 10 a Clock 
for ſo long tarrying and buſineſs, if he means 10 at Night; but 
otherwiſe the 7ew/h 10th. Hour was about 4 a Clock in the af. 
| ternoon, and ſufficient for what is mention d to be done after; 
and then the Original well expreſſes it, e & & de Adu, but it 
was about the 107h. Hour, ver/. 39. implying that the Day was 
far ſpent. And therefore the Margin rightly notes, It was 2 
Hours before Night. For the Jem divided their Day into 12 
Hours according to our Saviours anſwer, Foha 11. 9. As well 


as by their Hours of Prayer, which were their 3d. 6:h. and oth. 
All before the 3d. and after the 9th. when they began and ended. 
were always named as firſt, ſecond, roth. 11th. but never ach. 
5th. 7th. 81h. And this exp/eins that perplexing difficulty, which 
this Author ſays, is :nſuperable. It was about the fixth Hour, 
faith St. John juſt before his Condemnation (as this Author al- 


lows) and being deliver'd to be crucified (which was not then 8 
£1 Hours afterwards ſure as he affirms) but the 3d. Hour ſaith o St. „ Mark 1 
4 Mark, and they Crucified him. All the time betwixt 9 and 12, 25. 

= 1 being call'd the 3d. Hour, as between 12 and 3, was called the 

19 sth. And therefore the latter end of the 3d. Hour was about the 
beginning of the 61h. when there was darkneſs over all the Earth 
| until the ↄth. Hour. About this 62h. Hour our Saviour met with 
ö the Woman of Samaria, John 4. 6. And probably about 4 


Months before Harveſt, — to verſe 35. Say ye nat, there 
t 
H 


are yet 4 Months and then cometh Harveſt. Which (yet) ſeems 
"8 | to 
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p Job 1. 


© Baptilm : I believe this will) 


of of ME Ri 0 wr 


i 
* 
A. 


12 21 


ke geh PA rof wu 1 5 Thot — 8 5 Is * 
© rivecti ſeveral Diſcburſes*ahd' aches of our Saviour in the 
* ſefe&al Goſpels, is no ſufffcient᷑ Reaſon. for ſuppoſing them to 
* be the very fame And upomthät adds,“ That eric Deſcenrof the: 


J'S 


© Holy Ghoſt upon our Saviour as a Token of his being the true 
* Meſſias, to 2h the Baptiſt was wholly different from, and 


* haf ef'd. before the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt at our Saviour's 
voe one of our Author's — 
or new! foutÞNet ions, mot ont * fot wiſer ban dh reſti Law 

* ſays John me Baptilt, 756 Spirit deſcending from Heaven 4% 
2 Dove; and it abode upon bim. True, © faith he, and for this 


Keaſon the Deſteht 228 5 Biptiſin4a5-00t Sr: Johns Sig. 


„nal: For out Saviour going immedigtel) intéfthe Wilderneis, 
* affolded no ime for the Map, or pertnanent Contiguahee of 


tte Signal, \ hich was bat necellary in this caſb. As if the Doe 


2157 ce ſome Haid Unt 
„ ſcending and remathing on him, che fame” is de that Bape 


{3 * App exfince or Voice-at Chriſt's Baptiſn. This 18 Wey ran 
Dove 


be the Meſpias, or the beloved Son 
upon all the People to hear him; But faith the Bäptiſt, I knew - 


that Holy Perſon upon hom it Hould fall, 20d 


to becom̃e a Signal, muſt have d welt upon our Saviour's Head and 
been carried y bers about wick kim, It is ſufffeient that this-: 
Reſemblance did not ſuddenly difappes berechne ſome while 


 for'#'SighaF to 8H Jahn and all INN ee or rather, chat the 


Holy Ghof? reſting upon the Head of om Savi in the ſhaße af a 
Dove for evef abode with him * But ſaltk our Author; there is 


* no race that the Bapriſt either ſaw or heard any ching of thee! 
iN 


n the Spitit deſcending From Heaven I 
e; and as ſtrange that r he theta 1 the Badger 


from Heaven! Shieh in in bis 'Preferice pfcclaittyd dur Saviour to 
God, with a Apecial charge 


* him not, bot: Ty ſent me tõ Baptize Wick Water, the 
e, wpen wem pen Matt" fee the Split de. 


eth with the Holy Ghoſt. Wien Divine Charactefiſtick of 
* the Meffias. / St. John had Neii'bef6re the Baptiſhi 3" for as 
1. was coming to be Baptized, the Baptiſt Knew bim That 
tlie fate Who gave hi Ftefnal — of che 
Me 28, revealed tè St. Joi at the fame time; The t tms was 
| Ab 00twara 
inward Teſtithony. But rum Author, K cy A 
_ * GvIpe 
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rat g ' was twice given to the Diſciples,, 
7 e | 1 not 22 of it. 15 Pee is | 
rat the People. 


added py 5: fo like that publick K 
, He. {1.18 the Temple Service, * Blelſed be the Name of the Glory of his 
| — 4. K* x, Nog vedom tor ever and ever, not only ſhews that our Saviour de- 
Bas. Fm. ſign d this Prayer ir publick vfe, bur this. part for the Feo - 
fol. 66. 1. ples: Anſwer... And tho” Amen was not at all uſed in the publick 
Tlaers in the Temple yet in the Synagogues where che 7rms com- 
1 monly ended all their Prayers with Fan Benedicti- 
Pe eſſed be thou, OLord, &c. It was anfivered b by all 3 
2275 1 N. uſed 14 rat givin of Thanks. Both which favou 
| a publick uſe, were omittec by Chriſt when his Diſci . 
| 25.8 ie wands ſeem d to defit ire a privater Form (which not on nly St. br 
| but the Doctors among the 22 uſually taught their Diſciples). 


s fror even A ſeldom if ever, N any praying privately added to. 
© the end of his Prayers, faith Dr. Lizhrfoor, And Chriſt alfo ge- 
 Hivering a Form of Prayer merely Petiti r as Fohr's Beines. 
Kies Toarzas, eaves ir out, Tut. 11. 2 
I come now to 1 e why the anointing of o 
Woman in 8. ould be ſo wholly diff p 
5 8. Mattbew a 18. Mark, as chis Author pretends* It muſt be 
* © confeſsd faith he, that the Time and Plate agree ing nearly, 
boch anointings, being a few Days before the Faffover and in Be-. 
- Iba; that the Price of the Ointment 3 7002 
Pence; and that at both times the Woman bein d 
thers and vindicated by: our Sarto theſe are C 
| 2H Mheyrtarther ic a ar deal of Cour for fi 
1 J 1 ing Hor: With 2 
6 J. John lays, 8 as 0 8 
Beth nn they made him a Supper: Bur 8 Mathew. 
and 8, Mark ſay, two Days before the T alſover, bel in Be- 
.  * rhany as he fit at Meat, t 0 is, ; t any fix 
1 7 the Pallover, Ree a 


7 after his comĩ 7 
4. of 1 51 Tess 1 1 eee "Houſe - 

_ *of Simon the. ere he * 3 came-to-Bepbuny-: 
_ Where Lazarus was, There i. e. in Berbary-they made him a 
© Supper, but it does not fay, it was in the'Hoyſe'of Marth but 
80 that ſhe ferved. Where the otticr Evangelifts plainly tell 


wo, it was in thee Houſe Tr" the 3. The 2 2 


nel m 


's Hier 208 Nouſe 


Ne rhe ham Gill: 


Of Hu BARMO NE. 


John was only of Civility.and Reſpett, and ser of 
- * "chal feet according ro the Cuſtom of the Country. But the other: 
was of the Head, and rhence of the whole * the Nature 
of a Funeral Preparation. Now this is a bgn t he does not 
know the Cuſtom of the Country, which in thoſe times was and 
is at t this very Day =_e their farſt ntertainment of their Nennen | 


- which iutoally white Linen in r_ Balten 1 and this 2 
remony is probably uſed becauſe of their much Sweating, Bat 
as for any Funeral Preparation, which this Man ſays, is ea 
to obſerve in the ſeveral Hiſtories; How could Manz deſigu an 
buch at that time to our Saviour, before ſhe knew of àny Tri 
and to a Perſon living? Some of the Diſciples cumbled. at Ds: 
- Expence, but Judas. is only mentioned in St. 7 n, becauſe hp 
all likelihood made moſt ado, and out of a Je Delign, being a 
Thief and- had the Bag, Jobn 12. 6. The Apology our i "ot 
makes, Againſt my —— hath ſhe kept this; or, ſhe is coe 
- afoschand to anoint my Body to tl. e burying, Ts did it for 
my Burial, is all of the — Senſe, L have it 4 Uacle while to 
. and ſince you uſe to embalm the dead, this may for © : 
"that and be inſtead of it. | 
That our Saviour caſt the Traders « out of the dune th tune! in 
—— his Paſſion, is not at all certain or ſo much as 
probable, the S..Mairhew and S. Mark (one of em not obſer- 
ving exactly the Order of Time) mention it at two different 
i; — Chriſt's coming to Jeruſilem that Week. . For S. Late 
| deſctibes it but once, and al in the ſame ma nner done, and: 
near with the fame Expreſſions: For, My Houſe ſhall be called 
an Houſe of Prayer, ox an Houſe of "Pra _ to all Nations is of no 


valuable difference. And what 8 Mok adds, that he would : 


s not contradictory to the reſt. 


not ſuifer any one ſa much as to Kr Go 2 Feed prone hs 
U 


$ he, Hints 
Ith the dri- 


done twice then is plegſant. For S. Mark, 
to us the firſt ——ů chat agrees very well N 


= ving of the Sn out of the Temple. For he aſſures us, that: 


he bool d round about. upon all things in the Temple before he 
_  *-went.out of it- that Evening. And he lock d very curly in- 
| dead, if he dee nec h n a e 


8 — * - 
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and Sth: Propoſitions nr eg she Pehate 
2 Mliniſtry of our Saviour before his Bapriſm, and his publick Mi-. 
iftry atterwards in Galilee upon Fuhnò Impriſonment, are ground. 


. 36h WA 5 4 untearned, and'contrary to the expreſs words: of :Scrip- 
0 


Eg r Acf. 1. 21. Wherefore of theſe Menulaith S. rler, 
o bave ctompanied with ut all the time That the Lord*Jeſus nr 

40; Dutt among us, beginning from the Bapri/ Jobs (i cfiom 
ik being baptized of him, as not one of the Criticks — e) 
uno t 15 ame day that he was taken up from us, — or- 
Keine, 10 be a ir nee with us -of bis Reſurrection; hereby ſthew- 
Uh us, "that: m\'his Baptiſm to his Aſcenſion was all rhe time 
e then ford jeſus went in and out (or began to act as the 
"- Meſa 1s) ong” the People. And agreeably to this; he ought 
to know (by a ſmall Diverſion) ttrat when God had promiſed a 
al Succkſflon of Prophets among the Fews to reſort to, that they 
en not”. ze to Heathen Oracles, he ordinarily took 
Met out of ehe Semmnaries of the Levites or. Schools of the Pro- 


4 pe feattet d' in HMyuel, who were ta be reſident whienahe-Peo. 


1 Sam. ple reforted to the * High Places to worſflip, to bleſs their Sa- 


ads” 


itim 


5 ckifices And inſtruët them during the Captivity: or uncertain abode 
of the Ark pen zu Deflarionof Shiloh. Theſt — reg 
| Dcom- 


. * C 3 4 
ts. 195 5 2 em, needed no extraordinary Gifts ct m nifeſt 
the Divine ache by. which they: were.employ?d heir Edu- 


_ "cation in the Schools of the Prophets removing all⸗htejudices 
fem them, and, there were Rules given to try — 
5, And Predictio 19 Not bur that ſomeximes God furniſhed them 
Wich füßcjent TEftimony of his Commiſion-from himſelf; and 
Addeties choſe them elſewhere, as Iſaiah from the Oourt and 
bi e fro his Flock; bur ordinarily from theſe: Schools of the 
5 15 oed inſtituted at the time aſoteſaid. Now 

2 Fi mt! he Y . 3 uf by Study and — 4 

e 36 Years old, hey entted upon their Pr 


"1 dee Be at 50 they were fliperannuzted and. only train d — 


" he Scholars in the Study of the Law according to Numb. 4. 47. 
rom 30 ov old and upwards even unto 50 Years old wa 


. 
8 8 


=P FO to be that came to do the Service of the Miniſtry, 
: 17 LaWof the Nation and Cuſtom of the Religion no 
281 5 Yon: Dior or Prophet preach before. Hence it was 


that John the Baptift, and about fix Months after, Feſus * 
e 


he waäs about 3 30 Vears of Age as 8. Luke ſays, accord ing to- Luk 3. 
the Law and Cuſtom of his Country entred upon their Prophe- 23: 
tical Office. And the ancient Chriſtians did think our Saviour 
ſo exact in it, That the Conſtitutions of S. James and the Apo- 
ſtles appointed the Feſtival of Chriſts Birth to be kept on Jan. G. 
upon which Day his Baptiſm was anciently celebrated, (even in 
the very Office of our own Church fer that Day before the Re- 
ſtauration, where the firſt Leſſon was of the Miſſion of the Ba- 
ptiſt, Ia. 40. and the ſecond Leſſon ended with the Baptiſm of 
Chriſt,” Lak. 3. 23.) becauſe he was 30 Years old at his Baptiſm, 
when he entred upon his Office as the Mefhas, and therefore it 
was thought to be alſo his Birth Day, and Epiphany to mean the 
Glorious appearing of God in humane Nature, when he was at- 
tended with an unuſual Star, and a numerous Company of the 
Heavenly Hoſt... And the Apoſtle might give oceaſion to the Ex- 
preſſion, ITIt. 2. 11. where he ſays, The Grace of God z hath. 
appeared. And we find that in the time of John Caſsan they kept 
not only the Feſtival of Chriſt's Baptiſm, ' but his Nativity in 
Egypt on the Feaſt of Epiphany in the zth Century. Aecording- 
ly in the Chrifttan Church Fuſlinian Nobel 123 decrees, That 
thoſe who are to be ordained Prieſts, ſhall be 30 Years od; and 
the Council of Agatha, an. 506. Can. 17. forbids any to ordain a 
Prieſt under that 1 5 So the Council of Arles; am 524. Can. 1. 
And the 3d Council of Orleans, an. 538. Can. 6. and 4th. Council 
of Toledo, an. 633. Can. 20. and the Council of Conſtantinople! 
calld ini Set. Can. 14. and Charlemaign's Capitulary of Branc-- 
NF. / 
But what ſays our Author? He brings a long Quotation out 
of Euſebius in Greek and the Engliſh to it (nothing to the! purpoſe, 
and he confeſferh, it is but little regarded) © Thar S. John in his 
"Goſpel gives an account of thoſe Acts of our 'Sgviour: which: 
© wete before ir bg nol the Baptiſt and had been omit- 
©" red by the former Evangeliſts This we all know, and he need 
not to have told ĩt us twice: And yet our Saviour preach'd pub- 
lickly before the Impriſonment of John the" Bapriſt. For Joh. 4. 
I, be haptiged in Fudea more Diſtiples than John, before chat 
time when our Author fufpoſes he began bis publiek Miffy in 
Ghee: Infornvch* that Foh. 3. 26. Johns Diſiples" cume and 
faid to him, Rabbi, be that was with thee beyond" Fordan, to tb 
thou bareft wit neſs. behold, the ſame buptisetb, and all men come 
85 20 
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to him: Plainly enough ſhewing that this was alſo after his Ba- . 
priſm at the River Jordan, and Fobrs Teſtimony of him there. 
And whereas this Author ſays, Chriſt's publick Preaching is im 
_ - mediately to ſucceed the th Chapter of S, John; theſe al 1 
are before that time And in the ſecond Chapter we read of e- 
us going up to Feruſalem at the Pallover when he drove the 
Buyers and Sellers out of the Temple, and on the very Feaſt day 
many believed in his Name when they ſaw the Miracles mhich he 
dad, v. 23. which was certainly as publick an Exerciſe of his Mi- 
niſtry as he could ſhe after in Galilec. In the beginning of the 
3d: Chapter Nicodemus a Ruler of the Jets, ons him to be « 
Teacher come ſrom God, and that no man could do thoſe Miracles 
elſe; towards the latter end of it John Bapriſh ſays, that G 
had given all things into bis hand, and teſtifies that he who did 
not believe in this Son of God, ſhould not fee Life, and in the 4th 
Chapter, the Ga/:/eans received ow, baving ſeen all the things that 
he did at Feruſalem at the Feaſt, Nothing here favours of a pri- 
vate Miniſtry. | After this there was a Feaſt of the Jer, and Fe- 
.ſus went wp to Feruſalem, Joh. 5. 1. and cured a diſeaſed Man by 
the Sheep-Market on the Sabbath Day, which fo incenſed the 
Fetus againſt him, that they ſought to kill him, becauſe he not 
only had broke the Sabbath, but ſaid God was his Father, ma- 
king himſelf equal with God, or declaring himſelf thereby to be 
the Meſſizs; which he detendeth in a long Sermon by divers Te- 
ſtimonies. What more publick Miniſtry would this Man have? 
But faith this Author, baptizing was one part of our Saviour's 
© Miniſtry ; but when he deſired to be baptized of John, his an- 
© fwer was, I have need to he baptized of thee, fairly implying 
that Chriſt was known to have baptized before. Is this a Ma- 
.thematician's Conſequence who is ſo full of his Demonſtrations, 
that becauſe our Saviour was fitter to take Diſciples than to be 
one, he had already began to do 10? I ſhould from hence rather 
- econclude, that this Man never took Pupils, becauſe this ſhews 
him not very fit for it. The next Argument is worſe, © That 
Chriſt's Baptiſm did not precede his whole Miniſtry, becauſe it 
is ſaid, Lx. 3. 21. when all the People were baptized, Jeſus was 
baptized, as if this was at the Concluſion of Johns Miniſtry 
who would now baptize no more: When the words evidentl 
mean only the Crowd of People at that time who came to Jobns 
Baptiſm. Neither are we about to alter the 15th Year of II- 


beriuss 
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btrius, when the Preaching and Baptiſm of ohn began, ſince out 

SGraaviour's began about fix Months after. But our Author makes 

31 frogs wo of this, and tells us, That the Preaching of Fobn 


Baptiſt did immediately precede that of Chriſt, who yet was (as 


he can prove) 31 Years Old, about Nine Weeks after the begin- 


ning of the 15th of Tiberius. And as for the notation of time which 
'St.Lake mentions, that our Saviour was about 3o Yearsof Ape at 
his Baptiſm, it cannot well be extended faith he, any farther 
than from 29 to 31. But it may be taken any where within 
that Latitude, without the leaſt ſtrain or force upon the Words. 
How can he ſay this? when his ſixth Hypotheſis or Obſervation 
is, Even numbers of Years in the Chronology of Scripture 


are uſed with great exactneſs and comprehend no more than ſix 
Months on either ſide, i. e. they imply the ſpace mentioned to 


© be nearer to that number than to the next, either over or un- 
der, according to the moſt natural and ſtrict ſignification of the 
© words themſelves. Thus 40 Years in the Sacred ſtile of Chro- 
© nology, denote only the ſpace between 39 on the one fide, 
and 402 on the other. And the Addition of the Particle About] 
rather fixes the number nearer to tha: mentioned than to any o- 
ther; eſpecially where it is added, He began to be about 30 Years 
of Age: which plainly implies that 30 was all he was, or there- 


abouts. Beſides, he does not conſider that this over:tbrows his 


whole Hypotheſis he is ſo concerned for, at ane froke ; which he 


and all his Friends for him, cannot evade. For if Chriſt was 


31 Years Old, about Nine Weeks after the beginning of the 
15th of Tiberius, ſoon after the time when S. Luke ſays he was 
baptized; and S. Fob» Baptiſt began his Preaching in the Wilder- 
neſs about a Fortnight before Chriſt (as he affirms) in the ſame 


Year of Tiberius: Here are above two Years (as he reckons) of 


the Baptiſt's Preaching, and all our Saviour's private Miniſtry 

before his Baptiſm carried away in one anmhoughtful Sentence. 
_ Laſtly, When S. Luke writes immediately after Chriſt's Baptiſm, 
that he began to be about 30 Years of Age, if he was then 31 
within a little more than a Month; for ſo far only is the Feaſt 


of Tabernacles (where he fixes this Date) before the 25th of 
October; (when he ſuppoſes Chriſt was born) it ſhould rather have 


been expreſs'd, He began to be about 31. And for what he adds 
at the beginning of the next Propofition relating to this matter, 
That from the commencing of Chriſt's Miniſtry to his Death 
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was four Years and à hülf, I thought the Prophet Danis had de- 
termin d it to be but three and a half in thoſe words about Meſ-- 
ſiah the Prince, Dar. 9. 27. li the midſt of the Meek (a Day paſ- 


| ſing for a Year in that Prophetical Language)” be ſhall cauſe the 


Sacrifice and the oblation to ceaſe. I am ſure the Learned cui un- 
derſtood it ſo. Rabbi Hadarſon proves from this place, that after 


| Meflias ſhall have preached half Seven Years he ſhall be Slain; 


for that Daniel ſaith, In half of Seven Years the Hoſt and Sacri- 
fice ſhall ceaſe : upon which he and others Comment thus, Three 
Years and a half ſhall the preſence of God in Fleſh Cry and 
Preach upon the Mount Olivet, and then ſhall be Slain. Which 


words the Fews ordinary Commentary upon the Pſalmr-interprets- 


to be meant of Chriſt's preaching Three Years and:a. half be- 
fore his Paſſion. N Ry 5 

The 9th Propoſition reckons the Paſſovers during our Saviour's- 
Miniſtry to be five. But the worſt is, he can find the ſecond-no- 
where but 22 5 5. 1. After theſe things there was a: Feaſt of the- 
Jes and Feſus went up to Jeruſalem. Now he knows that the 
word Feaſt does no more denote the Paſſover than any other of 


the Jewiſh Feſtivals; nor has it here any prepoſitive Article 
| whence we might conclude it to be called The Feaſt by way of 


Eminence and ſo mean the Principal; nor does the word any. 


where elſe in the New Teſtament ſignifie of it ſelf the Feaſt of- 
the Paſſover, but where the Paſlover is expreſly mentioned before. 
Nor is it at all probable by the Context, For Fob. 2. 23. Zeſus. 
was in Feruſalem at the Paſſover in the Feaſt-day ; c. 3. 22. leaves 


the City and comes e 73y yiv into the Land or Country of ZFudea, 


there he tarried wich them and baptized; but c. 4. 3. he left 


 Zudea becauſe of the Phariſees, and went through Samaria, where 


he ſtaid but two Days, v. 43. into Galilee, where the Galileans re- 
ceive him, having ſeen all the things that he did at Feruſalem at 


the Feaſt ; which implies that this was no long time after. But 


c. 5. 1. After the very ſecond Miracle done in Galilee, it is ſaid 


there was a Feaſt of the Jes, and Jeſus went up to Feruſalem, 
as if it was but ſome of their more ordinary or leſs principal 
Feaſts. Now this could not well be fo ſoon as the Feaſt of Weeks. 
or Pentecoſts, which was but Seven Weeks from the ſecond Day 
of the Paſſover Solemnity. But becauſe the 7th Month that of 
Tiſri was the moſt famous of all the Months in the Year for the 
Zewiſh Feaſts and Solemnities, as well as the firſt Month in * 
civil 
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ciril Accounts; On the ficſt Day was their Feaſt of Trumpets, on © 


the toth was their great Day of Expiation, and the Feaſt of Ta- 
bernacles from the 15th to the Twenty ſecond. This Feaſt which 


our Author ſuppoſes was the Paſſover, might very well be the 


Feaſt of Trumpets, (near ſix Months after Jeſus came laſt from 
Feruſalem) or the Feaſt of Tabernacles. As for the Phariſees 
whom our Saviour ſhunn'd, he left them in the Country of Judea: 
For ſurely there were more Phariſees than at Feruſalem, they be- 

ing a Sect of People diſperſed over the Nation. But at Zeruſalem © 
Chriſt had met with a very kind reception where many believed 
in his Name, and Nicodemus one of their Rulers came to wait 
upon him. Laſtly, After this Feaſt, the next Chapter v. 4. ſays 
the Paſſover was nigh, which demonſtrates that this Feaſt was 
not the Paſſoyer, not only from the difference of the expreſſion ; 
but there is ſuch a viſible Hiſtorical coherence in the narration as 
ſhews the Paſſover in c. 6. was the next Feaſt to this we are about. 
Much le(s was there any third Paſſover betwixt theſe two Feſti. 
yals in this ſhort ſpace of S. Jobns Hiſtory, but omitted by him, 
becauſe mentioned by the other Evangeliſts, whoſe defeats he did 
only ſupply : ſince this very 6th Chapter in more Inſtances than 
one is a proof to the contrary. | WW 
The Parable of the barren Fig-tree (which he adds) being 
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three Years manured without any Fruit from it, and after the 
th if it bared not, to be cut down, does not prove that Chriſt 
preached four Years and a half to the Fews any more than the 
immediate Deſtruction of their Nation afterwards. For in the 
Parable there is but only one more Year defired. 

The 10th Propoſition does chiefly correct our Enghſo Tranſla- 
tion of Fob. 2. 20. Forty and ſir Tears was this Temple in building,” 
And wilt thou rear it up in three Days? and ſays it ſhould be, Forty 
and fix Years has this Temple been built vn 5 rats 37G : 
tho he adds, The. Fews tis true do not reaſon ſo exaaly by 
this rendring of the Words as by the other. But he ſhould: have 


given us all the Original Words, and then we ſhould not need his 


new Tranſlation, Teauegxorls 5 dg Eric axoduudy ò vals Ir, u- 
Arag int a & ſex annts, In ſix and forty Years was this Temple | 
built, i. e. it has took ſo many Years in building it, And wilt thou 


rear it up in three Days?  Foſephus tells us, That Herod began y Antiq. l. 


this Work in the y 18th Year of his Reign, nor is there any 5, 8 
miſtake (as this Authour ſays) when he elſewhere * tells us, It . f. 
141. : 12 . Was 
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was in the 15th, becauſe the 15th Year of his Reign alone after 
he had conquered Antigonus, was the 38th Year, from the time 
that the Romans had declared him King. And tho' Foſephus ſays, 
The main Structure was finiſh'd in about Eight Years time; yet it 
is plain from him, that they were always adding more building 
to it, till he at laſt writes, that under Agrippa Junior, 60 Years. 
after Chriſt's Birth, Horx J* Tore g 7 leer Teriacro, Et jam tum 
perfectum eff Templum, That the Temple was then at length finiſh'd. 
The 11th Propoſition gives a moſt unreaſonable and abſurd Inter- 
Yretation of the word Taxing, Luke 2. 2. different from the 
— of the Word in the Verſe before and after in the ſame Story. 
There went out a Decree from Ceſar Auguſtus, amrypdgetu non 
mv omeivny, that all the World, z. e. the Roman Empire ſhould be 
written or enrolled, Ur notum efſet, ſaith Grotius, quid Regna quæ- 
que & Provincia hominuw copid, quid pecuniis valerent. Nam ea vis 
cenſus, Foro docente, ut omnia patrimonii,. dignitatis, ætatis, artium, 
officiorumq; diſcrimina in tabulas referantur, that the Number, Age 
6 and Quality of the People might be known. Whence Cicero de 
legibus 3, Cenſores populi evitates, ſoboles, familias, pecuniaſq; cenſento. 
And Claudius, Nihil ultra exquiſitum Cenſu a ſe acto per Galliam Au- 
guſti juſſu quam ut publice notæ eſſent facultates. This taxing: or 
enrolment faith S. Lale (referring to that he had juſt mention d) 0 
was firſt made when Cyrenius was Governor of Syria (i. e. ſaith. 
this Author, about 10 Years after, when a Tax or Levy of Mo- 
ney was gathered) and all went 8 be taxed, every one into his 
dun City. Tis the very fame taxing (let the word mean what 
it will) in all the three Verſes: And why ſhould this Author 
make the middle Verſe of a quite different Senſe from the two 
others? Here is no more taxing of Money meant in the ſecond 
Verſe than there is in the firſt and third. All the difficulty is 
(which he does not mention) how Cyrenius can be faid to be 
Governour of Syria, when it was Sentius Saturninus at-that rite: 
To which L anſwer, That when Auguſtus divided the Provirices 
of the Empire, he ſent together with the Preſtdent of each Pro- 
vince as the Governour in chief, a Procurator under him to take 
care of the Imperial Revenues, and keep the publick Accompts: 
Bo” And ſach was Cyrenius in the lame Poſt wieh Volumnius, whom 
Bell. Jud. Foſephus calls * Cæſars Procurater under the ſame Sat n and 
1%, both of them d Sveias hes Goygtnour 'of Syria, by the ſame 
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| Death, which contained the very Place and Day of the Month, 
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the x2th Day might very well be that on which the Wiſe Men 
came to Bethlebem, ſince Mat. 2: 1. it is faid, When Feſus was born 


in. Bet hlebem of Fudea, there came Wiſe Men from the Ea#t-- v. 8. And 
| Herod ſent them to Bethlthem-- v. II. And they ſaw the young Child 


with Mary bis Mother. All this ſeems plainly to be ſoon after 


Chriſt's Birth when they were ac Betblebem to be enrolled, and 


there fulfilled the Propheſie. - But we cannot ſuppoſe they ſtaid 
any long time there; at an Inn from their own home, eſpecially 
having but indifferent reception; nay, when the Purification was 


over, they returned to Nazareth, Luke 2. 39. nor do we read of 


any return they made thither for any other buſineſs, and: conſe- 


quently we muſt believe (with this Author, tho' not for his Rea- 
{ons) that the Slaughter of the Infants immediately followed the 

departure of the Wiſe-Men, and the Death of Herod ſoon after © 
that, Joſepb's return upon it from Egypt into the Land of Ifrae}, 
being baſtned away by an Angel, and all before the 40 Days of 


Marys Purification, according to the Law of Moſes were accom- 


pliſhed. For as ſoon as the Wile Men were departed from Beth- 
lebem, avaopnoiviov durov, Foſeph took the young Child and his 


Mother by Night, and departed into Egypt, Mat, 20 14. whom 


yet we find at the Temple at the Purification, according to the 


Law of Moſes, Luke 2. 22. And J ſee as little cauſe to alter the 


Date of Chriſtmaſs Day from the 25th of December, on which the 


Antient Tradition of the Church has fixed it. For tho? before 
S. Cbryſoſtome's time Chriſtmaſs Day was not abſolutely ſetled, but 


variouſly obſerved in the Eaſter» Church: Yet the Cenſual Tables 


of Auguſtus were to be ſeen ſome Hundreds of Years after Chriſts 


and Year of every Perſon's enrolment, together with their Age 


(es we have ſeen): and other qualities, and amongſt others Re- 


corded that Foſeph and Mary were enrolled on the Eighth Calend: 
of January, with their Son Jeſus the Day following his Birth. 


And to theſe Cenſual Rolls doth-S. © Chry/ofone appeal, for the c Hm 


Day of Chriſt's Birth, which he profeſſes to have received, mg Neto eel Pops - 


% exciBos mITH: ddbiror' rj TV: WIN H,“iän. OUSVTOY TRPGANGAUEN> T1'V, 


ce a, from thaſe that accurately knew theſe things, and which 
dwell in the City of Rowe, and had obſerved this Day, @reger x 


Un ] Mel, by. an antient Tradition from their Anceſtors. 


T0 


The next thing obſervable relates to our Saviour's Hirth in tlie 
4th Propoſition. Where in the firſt. place I do not fee but that 
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4 Ahl. 2. To theſe Tables does 4 Juſt in Martyr refer the Emperors of Rome 
| for the evidencing the place of Chriſt's Birth, &s g waver q 

| en Tov AToyeggov,-as you may learn out of the Rolls. And ſo 
2 Contr. Tertullian, © Cenſum Aug uſti fideliſſimum teſtem Dominicæ Natiwitatis 
: 2 5 l. Romana Archiva cuſtodiunt, The Roman Archives preſerve Auguſtus 
Cenſual Roll a moſt faithful witneſs of the Birth of Chrilt. 
Now Tertullian lived in Rome, was a learned Man, 'T#5 pwpates 1b 
Hit. I. 2. Hue i, Was well skilled in the Roman Laws laith f Exſebius, 


C. 2. divers Years before he was a Chriſtian (which was about 180 


Years after Chriſt's Aſcenſion) dvng ve da k - x; wy mantra & 
pos aapmeay, and a Perſon of Quality who had great ability by 
reaſon. of the Honour of his Family, learning and place wherein 
he lived to fee and know the Records of the Romans. 
g Of the And s Dr. Hammond adds, That in Jeſeph the Ægyptians Arabick 
| ials of Codex of the Councils (a MS. in the Archives of the Publick 
the Church. Library at Oxford) this Day is affirm'd to ſtand by an Apoſtolical 
Canon; the words of which are, That you conſtitute an Anni- 
verſary Feaſt at the Nativity of the Lord Chriſt, on the Day on 
which he was Born, and that was the 25th of the firſt Canun, 
2. e. of December. Allo that ye do every Year Celebrate the 
Baptiſm of the Lord Chriſt, upon the Day in which he was Bap- 
tized by Fobn his forerunner, and that was the 6th Day of the 
ſecond Canun, i. e. of January. So Sabid Aben Batrick (a MS. 
Arabick Hiſtorian in the Archives of the Publick Library at Cam- 
bridge) affirmeth, That our Lord and Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt was 
Born upon the 25th of the firſt Canun, i. e. of December, and 
upon the rich Day of 7bi, i. e. the ſixth of the ſecond Canun, 
i. e. January was the Epiphany or Baptiſm of Chriſt. So the 
e£gyptian Calendar in Kircker de Comput. Eccleſ. Cops. c. 3. And 
ſo Jobannes Antiochenus or Melala, That Chriſt was Born upon the 
25th of December, but Baptized in Jordan, a River of Paleſtine, 
on the 6th of the Month Audine or Fanuary So the antient Au- 
thor of the Conſtitutions, Lec the Nativity be celebrated on the 
25th of the ch Month, beginning the Year in March, when he 
was conceived, J. 5. c. 13. And in the 93d Queſtion, under 
the name of Athanafins Nicænus, tis cited out of the *Amrmaung 
Syaudle, our Lord was Born the 25th of the e£gyprien Month 
Chaac, Eight Days before the Calends of Fauuary. Dr. Hammond 


(from whom I have theſe Teſtimonies) further informs us, that 
in our old Monuments this Feaſt of the Nativity was called 
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Midwint#-Day, as from thoſe times we call Tune 24, Milſummer 
Day half a Year before ir. New by reaſon of the Proceſſion of 
the Æquinoxes and Solſtices, the Solſticial or Midwinter Day, 
when the Sun enters Capricorn is conſiderably diſtant from our 
Ebriſtmaſs Day, and proportionably is the Summer Solſtice re- 
moved from Midſummer Day, as we {till call it: By Calculation it 
will appear that the 25th of December, near our Saviour's time fell 
on the Winter Solſtice, when it was capable of that Appella- 
tion. After theſe things what heed is to be given to this Author 
who ſays, © He does not Acquieſce in that as the true Day of 
Chriſt's Birth, but does place it two Months fooner ; that the 
© antient-Church had no Authentick Accounts of the time of the 
© Birth of Chriſt, of his Baptiſm, the number of his publick 
. © Paffovers, or time of his Death, but were generally miſtaken in 
© every one of thoſe particulars; that they might eaſily miſtake - 
this, by confounding the Nominal 1oth Month, or December 
with the real 10th Month, or October. As if they were all a 
company of | Fools, and be only has found em out to be ſo; and can tell 
matters of fact done in thoſe times better than they, and all their Re- 
cords, Much like his at laſt reaſonably concluding (as he calls it Pag. 
161.) about this very matter, That Oæ ober 25th is two Months and 
ſeven Days before December 25. Which was to be demonſtrated , wher- 
no n can find above two Months and five Days. His Argument 
drawn from the courſes of the Prieſts, makes it probable that he 
has ſomewhere met with the Book on that Subject and Deſign, 
which Dr. Hammond lays is evidently demonſtrated by a very of. . T. 
„ Worthy and Ingenuous Perſon. to be a mere deceit. But ſays , 
_ ©-he, this time of the Year was unfit for travelling to the en- flog 7 
rolment. - Surely this Man has lived much in ſome very dirty 729 55 
Country; tho he might have learned from Jeſepbus that the ground 
in thoſe parts was generally Rocky. Beſides, they had Aſſes and 
Mules to ride on; and they muſt needs go, when there was an 
Order from the Emperor. But the Shepherds kept watch over 
* their Flocks by Night; And who could blame them, rather than 
to have had them deſtroyed by wild Beaſts, of which that Coun- 
try was full? And was there nothing to preſerve them againſt 
Cold? But it was unfit for the lying in of the Bleſſed Virgin in 
© a Stable: She muſt needs Lie in there, when there was no room 
for em in the Inn, Or, would he have had her ſtaid till it was 
warmer Weather? Or, could not God take care of her there, 
as well as of many poor. Wretches near the Pole? Aſter all, - 5 
| might 
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might not be fo very cold at that time in thoſe hot: Countriegj 8 
fince in the very Kingdom of France, there are generally but about 
two Months of Winter, and that ſometimes uncertain. + 
But ſome very great Man he ſays, has told him, That the 
© Chriſtian Holy-days in commemoration of our Saviout and his 
© Apoſtles, and thoſe relating to him, ſeem to have been fitſt u d 
© by the Chriſtian Church, not on the Days of their Bicths or 
© Deaths, of which they were Ignorant; but of the Sun's en- 
'© trance into Signs; eſpecially the Equinox and Solſtice Days as 
were noted among the Heathens for Days of Riot and Idolatry; 
© and the 24th. or 25th Days ef each Month, when we have ge- 
© nerally a Holy Day but they Heatheniſh Solemnities. And for 
this reaſon did the Primitive Church obſerve the Annual Me- 
© morial of Chriſt's Birth, at the time of the Heathen Saturnalia, 
to wear out thoſe pernicious practices, by the Holy Exerciſes 
of the Chriſtian Feſtivals. I am not willing to diſpute what 
any very great Man ſays, but this is directly to contradict the O- 
Pinion of the antient Fathers about the Nativity, which I have 
now produced chiefly from as Learned and Famous a Writer, and 
as truly Great as moſt our Nation has afforded, and more Teſti- 
monies are refer:'d to in his Practical Catechiſm, who have all de- 
termin'd the particular Day of Chriſt's Birth, to be on the 25th 
of December, as well as his Baptiſm on the 6th of January fol- 
lowing ; and all Writers both Pagan and Jewiſh are laid to agree 
to it; Whereas not an antient Author is produced to prove that 


the Pagan Riots were the occaſion of any one Chriſtian Feſtival, 


| Chriſtmaſs and Eaſter was variouſly obſerved at firſt, . and for the 
latter Apoſtolical Tradition was pretended'on both ſides, but no 
reference to Heathen Riots. Thoſe relating to the Annuntiation, 
Birth of F bn Baptiſt, Chriſtmaſs Day, Circumciſion, Epiphany, 
Parification., Crucifixion, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion and Pente- 
coſt, well Illuſtrate each other, without any reference to what the 
Pagans did. The Saturnalia were indeed celebrated by them in 
December, but they often continued the whole Month; to prevent 
or wear out which, a Chriſtian Solemnity at the latter end of it 
was not well ſuited. The Anniverſaries of the Martyrs were from 
the beginning of the Church Religiouſly kept, the Days of their 
Sufferings were called their 44143a:e, or Birth-Days, and moſt an- 


6 De Cor. tient Churches were built upon the places of their Interment. 


Mil. c. 3. h Tertullian lays, That the Chriſtians did Yearly Celebrate the Days 


of 
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of the Martyrs Birth, ex majorum traditione, from the Tradition ö 
of their Anceſtors. And the Church of Smyrna conclude their 
Letter with their hope, that God will now permit them to Cele- 
brate the Birth-Day of their Biſhop Polycarp's Martyrdom ; fairly 
- implying that the Days of the Apoſtles Martyrdom had not been 
© neglected by the Church. Neither does the afflicted condition 
of the Primitive Chriſtians ſeem to incline them to keep Feſtivals 
of Oppoſition. 5 5 7 Ta 
A s for that exact, Antient and Venerable diviſion of the World 
(as he calls it) which is ſtiled the Tradition of the Houſe of Elias, 
with which he concludesthis Propoſition; 2000 Yearsemptinels, 
2000 Years the Law, and 2000 Years the Days of the Meſſias, 
i. e. poſſibly before the happy Milennium as our Author thinks. 
The Tobu rather means Chaos, as it does in the beginning of 
Geneſis, which he Tranſlates emptineſs: And then we ſhould Tran- 
flate it, 2000 Years before the Creation, But what muſt we do 
with the reſt? In ſhort, inſtead of being a Venerable Diviſion, I 
think it is as much nonſenſe as can be expreſſed in fo few words; and 
the Original and this Venerable Author's Explication may well go 
| The Three next Propoſitions concern the Genealogy our Sa- | 
viour, in S. Matthew and S. Luke. The former he ſays, relates 8 
* the Natural Pedigree of Foſeph from David by his Son Solomon; 5 
© Theſecond, of our Saviour himſelf by the Bleſſed Virgin: and 
© that both are different from the Days of David. For my part, 
I think they are both the ſame, and ſhall not recede frem the old 
Opi jon of Julius Africanus recorded in i Euſebins which he 181 Hiſt. l. 7 
ſaid to receive in the ſecond Century, à Fudæis Cbriſti Conſangui- c. 1. 
neis, from the Fews of our Saviour s own kindred. Matt bat ſay. 
they, Married Ef4« and died, leaving a Son Jacob by her; Melchi 
of the ſame Tribe Marries Mazthat's Relict by whom he had a Son 
Heli; Heli dying without Children, his Brother Jacob marrieth 
his Widow, and begets Joſepb, who by the Law was to be called 
the Son of Heli, whoſe Name was to be upheld according to Gen. 
38. 9. and Deut. 25. 5, 6, 7. Whence S. Matthew ſays, Facobbegat 
Foſeph ; but S. Luke deſcribing the Legal deſcent ſays, Foſeph was 
the Son of Heli. This Opinion S. Auguſtine, and S. Ambroſe fol- 
lowed and Zuſebius, Naxianxene and S. Jerome; Andrew of Crete 
in the Eighth Century, and John Damaſcene. Dr. Ligbifoot lays, 
It ſhould be read in S. Lale, ** the Son of Heli, i 
| | . lot, 


a OA HARMONEKE: KY 
that, &cc. of Adam, of God; as Gen. 36. 2.  Abolibamab was the 
Daughter of Anab, the Daughter of Zibeon; now Anab was the 
© k Hier Father, v. 24, 25. and adds that Maryis called by the æ Fews the 
Cbaginab, Daughter of Heli, i. e. his Daughter in Law: for ſuch are called 
Fol. 77. 4 Daughters in the Holy Writings. So Ruth, 1. 8. Naomi laid unto 
her two Daughters-in- Law, Turn again my Daughters, v. 11, 12, 
13. and ſoit is in all other Languages. And ſince the Fews ne. 
ver reckon Genealogies by the Mother, FJoſepb's was ſufficient in 
this caſe : for Mary (of whoſe Brethren we read not) was by the 
Law of Moſes, Numb. 36. 6, 7, 8. to Marry whom ſhe thought 
beſt; only unto one of the Family of the Tribe of her Fither 
muſt ſhe Marry, that the Children of Hrael might enjoy every 
Man nog nov of his 3 p 3 Ki : | 
1 7, 22. In this Genealogy Fechonias, who died Childlels' (whence 4ſir 
| £4 48 may mean Fecbonias in Bonds, 1 Chr. 3. 17. or a Son- that a 
lived to Reign, for it is ſaid, No Man of his Seed ſhall ſit upon 
the Throne of David, and Rule any more in ada) yet this 
Man is ſaid to beget Salathiel, Mat. 1. 12. becauſe' by the Law of 
Inheritance he was his next Heir and Succeſſor: elſe Neri is ex- 
preſly called Father to Salathiel, Luke 3. 27. and Salathiel being 
Eldeſt and bearing the Name, is ſaid to beget Zorubbabel; who 
mPag.169, was his Brother Pedaiabs Son, 1 Chr. 3. 17, 19. (tho this m Au- 
thor ſays he was not) the next Legal Succeſſor being many times 
in Scripture called the Son. So Kings who were ereate&'by God 
to their new Dignity are called his Sons. » Sam. 13. 1. Sni was 
the Son of one Year in his Kingdom: 2 Sam. 7. 14. have cho- 
ſen him to be my Son, 5. e. the Eing of Hrael: ane in a parallel 
place, P/al: 89. 27. I will make him my Firſt. born, higher than 
the Kings of the Earth. And to our Saviour, Thou art my Son; 
this Day (i. e. when. he anointed him) img o: (a word wien 
our Author ſays, if applied to — other than a natural Derivation 
or a bare Succeſſion only, is falle nd ridiculous,” Lam fors it is 
rather fo in him to ſay it) I have begotter thee, Heb. 1. 5. So 
kifs- the Son, 3. e. ſubmit your ſelves by that taken of humble 
Subjection. to David, who had his Authority immediately from 
God. And what was more uſual in the Roman Emperors than to 
adopt a Perſon to be their Son or Sueceſſor in the Empire? Nei- 
ther in this Genealogy do a few inſtances of a Regal deleent at al 
ie the natural; ſince by the Law of Maſes, the next of 


in in the ſame Tribe was to continue the Familß: 
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ZBut our Author has found it out, That the great Queſtion. with © 


r which S. Mathew was concerned, was not of what Linage,. but 
in what place the Meflias was to be Born, and accordingly tis 
© moſt reaſonable to look upon that as the principal end of his Ge- 

©: nealogy. But why mult S. Matthew tell a long Story of ſo many 
Generations, to ſhew where the Meflias was Born? * Becauſe 
© when it appear'd that Joſeph was of the Tribe of Judab, and 
Family of David, every one knew in the time of briſt's Mi- 

niſtry, that Foſeph was obliged above 30 Years before to go to 
© Berblebems to be enrolled. But how does this prove that Jeſus 
was Born there, for all the Women were not brought to Bed when 

they went to be enrolled? * His Age and the Delivery at that 
time ſhew ir. But I ſay, How could the Fews gather this from 


A oſeph”s | going thither . Probably the New-born Child AG 


© eaſily to be found in the publick Records of that Enrollment. 
But none might be left there ; and this is ſuch a reniote and ob- 
ſcure conſequence from the Genealogy, that if this was the deſign 
_ . of it, it might have been wholly ſpared, ſince S. Matthew directly 
tells us without it, c. 2. 1. Jeſus was Born in Berblehern of Fudea, 
in the Days of Herod the King. And if. there was any Copy 
left upon Record at Berblebem of that Enrollment, which was to 
be tranſmitted to the Roman Archives, here is a fair occaſion for 
any that would, to enquire into it for the place of Chriſt's 


Birth, more than by a bare Genealogy which ſaid nothing about 


it. Neither do I ſee any neceflity at all of a Genealogy in the 
Goſpels merely to inform the Jen, who by the fundamental 
Conſtitution of their Government, were to keep their Tribesand 
Families exactly diſtin& from each other by Genealogical Records; 
ſome of which the Evangeliſts are ſuppoſed by our Author to 
| Tranſcribe ; and he adds, (tho wanting memory) That the Go- 
© nealogy of our Saviour himſelf was ſo evident among the 
Feu, that in the firſt times of the Goſpel they never queſtioned 
© the truth of his being of the Tribe of Fudab, and Houſes of 
David: otherwiſe they would have urged the contrary, as an 
* invincible Argument againſt his pretenſions to be their Meflias. 
But obſerve ſays he, The Diviſion of this Genealogy into three 
great Periods. The firſt from Abrabam to David, before the 
© Regal Government; The ſecond from David to the Captivity 
© under the Regal Government; The third from the Captivity to 
© Chriſt after the Regal Government. Here I doubt our Author 
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has forgot that Saul Reignd 40 Years before David; and Herod 
Reign d before Chriſt near 34 Years, from the Slaughter of An- 
| tigonus, and near 37 from his firſt obtaining the Kingdom at. 
Rome. And long before this, we find that Ariſtobulus, one of the 
Maccabees would be Crown'd King of 7«dab, and that his Poſterit 7 
continued fo till this Herod an Idumean was made King by the 
| 22 7 Senate. : IA . Bf 1 Fab . 
- 2 In this Genealogy Feboabax the Firſt- born of Joſiab reignin 
5 4 put three Months ern His Brother » Jeboiakim ſends 
o 2Chr.36. but is here left out incuria Amanuenſium. This Man's Son p Je- 
5% 22, boiacbin ſucceeds, called Coniab and Fechoniah, and with that left 
4 7 e out makes the laſt 14 Generations. For why ſhould David be 
1 Chr.3.16, reckon'd (by this Author) twice at the end of the firſt Teſſara- 
decade, and Joſias but once at the concluſion of the next: ſince 
there is not the leaſt interruption from the Captivity (as he pre- 
tends.) For v. 11. Jeſias begat Fecbonias and his Brethren, about 
the time they were carried away to Babylon, And after they were 
brought to Babylon (the ſame) Fechonias begat Salathiel, &c. And 
from David to the Captivity, or to Fechonias who was then car- 
ried away in it, is all one. „ an: 
The 17th Propoſition is to ſhew that S. Luke's Genealogy is 
entirely different from S. Matthew's, from the Days of David. 
Now on the other ſide, we ſuppoſe the Houſes of Solomon and 
| Nathan were after this united, becauſe it is ſaid that Salathiel be- 
gat Zorubbabel in both Genealogies, and we do not fee but that 
they were the ſame Perſons. But in anſwer to this, his learned 
Friend has furniſhed him with the Interpretation of a Propheſie, 
Zech. 12. 1e, 14. where the Family of the Houſe of David is re. 
' preſented as mourning for the Murder of their Meffiah, and the 
Family of the Houſe of Nathan, and the Family of the Houſe of. 
Levi, and the Family of Sbimei. What then? We know that 
theſe were the Names of ſome of our Saviour's Progenitors : but 
not, why theſe ſhould be literally meant above all the reſt, as this 
learned Friend and Tirinw before him ſuppoſe. And therefore it 
is more likely that the chief of the People are here underſtood, viz. 
The Royal Family by the Houſe of David, all the Prophets by 
3 * the Houſe of Nathan, the Prieſts and Lewites by the Houſe of 
Tevi, and the Scribes and Doctors by the Family of Sbimei, whole 
Tribe was the great Nurſery of them, or it may mean ſome other 
Eminent Doctor of that Name, of which ET ny. 
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But ſaich he, * Tr is ſaid of the other, the Family of their Honſe 3 = 


but of Shimei, the Family only; becauſe this was ſpoken in the 
© time of Shimei, whillt his Family was of the ſame Houſhold 
with him, and conlequently ſhew him to be contemporary with 
the Prophet, and S. Matrhews Zorubbabel the Leader of the Fews. 
If fo, then this Shime; was different from him, whom S. Luke 
places five Generations after Zorubbabel: For why he and his 
Father ſhould be different from thoſe in S. Matthew I fee not. But 
Obſerve, how ſubtilly this metaphyſical Friend diſtinguiſhes betwixt 
the Family of Shimei, and the Family of the Houſe of Shimei ; 
as if one ſhould diſtinguiſh between the Family of Bourben, and 
the Family of the Houſe of Bourbon, which others might call 
Jargon; but I could not forbear ſaying, It is neither more nor leG 
than downright perfect Nonſenſe. However what can we be ſure of 
from Propheſies and Viſions which are not Hiſtorical Relations of 
- preſent times? | FP 1% T oO 

The 19th Propoſition ſays, That our Saviour and the gene- 
rality of the Fews eat the. Paſſover at the moſt uſual time, the 
Evening after the 14th Day of Niſan; yet that the Fewiſh Sau- 
bedrin, or at leaſt a great part of them defer'd the eating their 
. Paſſover till between Two and Four a Clock the next Morning. 
This was a very unſeaſonable time, and contrary to the Law of 
Sad (produced by this Author for this new practice) which bid: 
that nothing of it ſhould remain unto the Morning, Exed. 12. 10. 
but that they ſhould eat it in the Night before of the x4th Day. But 
faith he, we are aſſured by S. Jobn that about two in the Morn 
ing, the Sanbedrin went not into the Judgment Hall left they 
© ſhould bedetited, but that they might eat the Paſſover. Whereas. 
8. Jobn dees not tell us the Clock, but only ſays, It was early, i. 2. 
on the next Morning, For it is plain by all che Evangeliſts that 
they all went home to their Houſes after Cock-crewing, For 
after this S. Matthew lays, e. 27. 1. & ben the Morning was coms, allebe 
cbief Prieſts and the Elders of the People took counſel againſt Feſus. S. Mar 
after he had mentioned that the Cock had crowed the ſecond 
time Vvrites, c. 15. I, Straightway in the Morning the chief Prieſts: 
held a conſultation. S. Luke after the ſame time ſays, c. 22, 66. 4s 
ſoon as, it was day the Elders of tne People and chief Prieſts, and Seribes: 

came together. But this Man repreſents 'em as up all. Night. 

About wo a Clock ſays he, they go home every one and eat 

© the Paſſover. And at four a Clock they meet at the Temple, 


OY 


. Of His HARMONY, 
and then without ſcruple they enter into the Hall, and converſe 
© with the Romans. I am ſure this Man talks as if be more than they 
wanted ſieep; for the Paſſover there mentioned by S. Jobn, was 
not of the Paſchal Lamb already eaten, but of the Herds that be- 
gan to be offered the following Day, being the firſt of the Feſti- 
val Week of which more preſently. Neither came they into the 
Judgment Hall any time after this, during all our Saviour's tryal. 
For Fob. 18. 29. Pilate went out to them and ſaid, What accuſation 
bring ye? v. 33. Then Pilate entred into the Fudgment Hall again and 
called Feſus. v. 38. Pilate went out again unto the Jews. C. 19. 4. 
Pilate went forth and ſaith unto them, Behold, I bring bim forth to 
' you. v. 5. Feſus came forth with his Crown of Thorns. v. 6. When they 
ſaw bim, they cried out, ſaying, Crucifie bim. v. 9. Pilate went again 
into the Judgment Hall, and ſaith unto Feſus. v. 13. He brought Feſus 
forth and ſate down in the Fudgment Seat, in a place called the Pave · 
ment. v. 16. Then be delivered bim unto them to be crucified. And 
they took Jeſus and led him away. I wonder his learned Friend 
did not correct thoſe things for him. VNV 
Laſtly, Tho' Good Friday (we know) was the Day before the 
Fews Weekly Sabbath, yet Tlzggomui 75 Tidge, is the Preparation 
of the Paſſover. For there was a Paſſover of the Herds, Dent. 
16. 2. And mention is made, 2 Chr. 30. 24, and 35. 7, 8. of 
Bullecks and Oxen for the Paſſover. But that on the xqth Day 
at Even was to be of Lambs or Kids, Exod. 12. 5. And they 
were the Peace Offerings for the Solemnity of the next Day, 
when the joyful Feaſtings began and laſted ſeven Days; the greateſt 
part of the Sacrifices returning to the Offerers and their Friends. 
And therefore the words denote, the preparation of Meats to be 
eaten in the Paſſover Week, as the Preparation of the Sabbath 
was of Proviſions for it. Exod. 16. 5,-24\ This Friday being the 
firſt Day of the Paſſover Week, was alſo called a Sabbath, as ap- 
pears from Lew. 23. 11. The Bullock eaten on it was called the 


18 Þafforer. Fob. 18. 28. And the ſame Day the Preparation of 


the Paſſover, c. 19. 14+ as well as the Lamb on the Evening 
before was. Hence Mat. 28. 1. 'O\? vi oufdmy is after the 
And here I ſhall take my leave of this Author, till I hear far- 
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53 Diſcourſe. But becauſe the Diſſenting Miniſters. do ſtill go 
on to alledge as one Reaſon of the continuance of their Nonconnsgngngn 
formity, That they cannot declare their unfeigned Aſſent and x7 
* Conſent to all, and every thing contained and preſeribed in and 0 
© by the Book of Common. Prayer beeauſe the very firſt Rule in 1 
it about the time for keeping Eaſter is often abſolutely-'falls, = 
_ © was ſo in the very ſecond Year after the Book was: publiſhed = 
upon the Reſtauration, in ſeveral Years ſince, and lately int .. 
And becauſe in the anſwers returned, by: ſome it is acknowledged 
to be true, and yet that we may declare our Aſſent to a falſhood 
of no great moment; by others it is haſtily paſſed over wichont 
any clear ſatiifact ion what they mean: That we may ne hear 
more of any ſuch Objections againſt the Common-Prayer- Bock 
for the future, or be unprovided of an Anſwer; Theſe Men ougbit 
to know that the Rule which they find fault with, vi. 
Eaſter-Day (on which the reſt depend) is always the firſt Sun- 
day after the firſt full Moon, which happens next after the 2 iſt of 
March. And if the full Moon happens on @ Sunday, Ealter-Day 
vibe Sunday after; Ms. „ (baghd 
- Was eſtabliſhed by the Council of Nice, together with an au- 
thentick Cycle of New Moons, for the conſtant keeping of 
Eaſter throughout the World. This Cycle is the firſt Column in 
our Kalendar, and begins with January (2, 10, 19, 8, &c.) and 
was formerly writ in Golden Letters, whence it had the name of 
the Golden Number. It was made by the beſt Aſtronomers of 
that Age for 19 Years, when the New Moons return near the 
ſame time on the ſame Day, tho' in ſo many Centuries has now 
fallen too late for our true New Tae 0 el Days and 
fame. Hours ; but ye is our certain Rule ſtill for keeping Eafer, 
and we may not only declare our Aſſent, Gar 76K; bed 4 
that Eaſter Day falls exactly accarding} to the Full Moons that 
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when the practice of the whole Church was ſettled, it was Schi/- 
matically done in Pope Gregory 13 in order to reform the Kalendai 

to reduce the Equinoxes, and conſequently the Solſtices and Lu 
nar Circuits to the State they were in at the Nicene Council: and as 
great a piece of Igwarance in Mr. Baxter, and his Diſſenting Brethren 
Aim Ara to know how to look for Eaſter Day, but in their 
| man „ | 4 2 | OW: | EA 
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nfs Hf Aar! ted won ©» 
P. 29. I. 19. for [the Legendary Stories] read ſome Paſſages. 1. 32. r. Jude 

14 p. 31. I. 12. for [near 1 Tear] r. from v. 21. one Tear. p. 37. l. 9. T. he 
| "cannot, p. 42. þ 11. 7. here write, 75 | "om 


